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Tha aithisg bhliadhnail 2022/2023 na sgriobhainn shonraichte a thaobh ’s gu bheil i a’ comhdach na h-uine eadar 1

Sultain 2021 gu 31 Mart 2023. Tha seo gus cunntas a ghabhail air an atharrachadh sa bhliadhna ionmhasail a bhios a-nis
a’ ruith bho 1 Giblean gu 31 Mart.
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Ro-radh bhon Chathraiche

Fhad ’s a tha mi a’ sgriobhadh ro-radh Aithisg Bhliadhnail Ceolas Uibhist Earranta airson an turais mu dheireadh, tha mi
a’ meorachadh air an t-slighe a tha Ceolas air a threabhadh thar nam bliadhnaichean. Mar a chanas iad, ‘'S e urram mo
bheatha a bh’ ann’ a bhith aig aghaidh Ceolas agus mar a libhrigeadh na miltean de thachartasan cultarach Gaidhlig do
na miltean de dhaoine air feadh an t-saoghail thar nan 25+ bliadhna mu dheireadh. Tha fas Cheolais air a bhith
cunbhalach bho bhith na bhuidheann beag coimhearsnachd gu bhith mar aon de bhuidhnean naiseanta na h-Alba airson
libhrigeadh air leasachadh na Gaidhlig. Cha do thachair sin leis fhein ach tro mhodhan-obrach ard-amasail agus
brioghmhor air proiseactan is gniomhachdan steidhichte mun cuairt na Gaidhlig agus dualchas ciuil Uibhist a Deas. Tha
margaideachd shoirbheachail do luchd-eisteachd ionadail, naiseanta agus eadar-naiseanta air saoghal mor ur fhosgladh
do luchd-comhnaidh Uibhist agus an diaspora. Tha sin a’ nochdadh simplidh ach chan eil fios aig neach ach acasan a-
mhain a shiubhail an turas le Ceolas, cho brosnachail, tarbhach agus dubhlanach ’s a tha ar beatha air a bhith aig
amannan!

Tha Ceolas Uibhist a-nis steidhichte gu seasmhach na dhachaigh Ur gleansach ann an Cnoc Soilleir. ’S e miorbhail a th’
ann sin fhein a ghabh aite thairis air a’ ghlasadh-sluaigh. Tha Cnoc Soilleir na lochran dochais airson caochladh cruth-
atharrachail a bhios a’ tarraing cosnadh agus tlachd gu coimhearsnachd Uibhist.

Ré nam bliadhnaichean a tha mi air a bhith nam Chathraiche air Ceolas, tha mi air a bhith ag obair le moran den luchd-
obrach, agus le buill a’ Bhuird is comataidh, a tha air a bhith dileas agus dicheallach a’ coileanadh an cuid obrach gu ire
fada seachad air an dleastanas. Bu choir iomradh sonraichte a thoirt air Mairi Schmoller, lain Domhnallach agus Peigi
Anna Nic a’ Mhaoilein. Tha buidheachas poblach ri dhol cuideachd gu sgioba na Gaidhlig is Albais ann an Riaghaltas na h-
Alba, oifigearan lomairt na Gaidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Bord na Gaidhlig agus Alba
Chruthachail — cho tric ’s a ghnog mi air an doras aca a’ sireadh taic ionmhasail agus deagh chomhairle, agus cha deach
a-riamh mo thilleadh air falbh! Tha an cothrom air a bhith agam siubhal fada is farsaing ag adhartachadh Ceolas agus
Uibhist a Deas, agus tha mi an dochas gun do choilean mi sin le spéis.

Tha Ceannard air Ceolas a-nis airson a’ chiad uair agus tha mi lan chinnteach gun stitir John Joe agus an sgioba aige am
buidheann gu irean nas airde. Tha na cothroman a-muigh an sin agus ’s e seo an t-am air an glacadh.

Tha na facail mu dheireadh agam a’ dol le taing gu buill Ceolas agus buill coimhearsnachd fharsaing Uibhist a Deas, a
chuir earbsa annam agus a chuir taic ris na h-oidhirpean agam anns gach suidheachadh math no dona!

Ceud mile taing,
Mairi

Mairi T NicAonghais
Cathraiche a’ Bhuird
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Maoineachadh
Bu mhath le Ceolas aithne agus taing a thoirt do ar luchd-maoineachaidh airson an taic leantainnich — Alba Chruthachail,
Bord na Gaidhlig, Riaghaltas na h-Alba, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar agus lomairt na Gaidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean.

Am Bord
Is iad stiuirichean a’ bhuird againn gu laithreach:

Mairi T NicAonghais — Cathraiche a’ Bhuird
Iseabail NicDhomhnaill

Sara NicAoidh

Seonaidh Mac an t-Saoir

Julie Niclosaig

Iseabail NicAonghais

Lena NiclllFhialain

Uilleam Mac a’ Phi

Ailig O’ Henley

Tha sinn fada an comain a’ bhuird stitiridh againn a tha a’ cumail taic rinn tro an ro-innleachd, léirsinn, stitiireadh agus
riaghladh air a’ bhuidheann.

Tha comataidh ionadail againn cuideachd a bhios a’ toirt taic le eileamaidean obrachaidh nan tachartasan againn. Tha
sinn taingeil do bhuill a’ chomataidh agus do na saor-thoilich uile air sgath an dealais agus an taic leantainnich.

Sgioba-obrach
Leig Mairi Schmoller, ar Manaidsear Obrachaidhean, dhith a dreuchd san Fhaoilleach 2022, a’ comharrachadh deireadh

linn. Bha Mairi aig Cedlas airson moran bhliadhnaichean agus ré na h-uine sin choilean i eallach obrach a tha do-
chreidsinneach a’ stiireadh an fhais air Ceolas, a thuilleadh air maoineachadh fhaotainn a lean gu ire 1 de Chnoc Soilleir
a thighinn gu bith. Bha Pauline Dhomhnallach againn mar Mhanaidsear Eadar-amail mus deach an Ceannard Ur againn a
chuir an dreuchd. Chomharraich mios na Damhair deireadh air da dhreuchd Uine-shuidhichte, le Frank McConnell mar
ar Manaidsear Co-aonachaidh, agus Pol Burgess, an Oifigear Taic Dhidseatach againn, a’ cur crioch air an dreuchdan. Tha
sinn gu mor an comain nam ball uile den luchd-obrach a bh’ againn airson an cuideachaidh luachmhor.

Chaidh Peigi Anna Nic a’ Mhaoilein ardachadh gu dreuchd Manaidsear Oifis is lonmhais agus cumhnant lan-Uine aice a-
nis. A thuilleadh air seo, dh’fhastaidh Ceolas a’ chiad Cheannard (CEO) air a’ bhuidheann. Thainig lain Eosaph Mac Neill
do dhreuchd a’ Cheannaird san t-Samhain 2022. Tha sinn air leth toilichte gu bheil Bord na Gaidhlig a’ leantainn air
adhart a’ maoineachadh dreuchd an oifigeir Ghaidhlig agus tha seo air ceadachadh dhuinn an cumhnant aig Sedona
Masson a leudachadh.

Structar air Sgioba-obrach Cheolais:

lain Eosaph MacNeill Ceannard Lan-uine

Peigi Anna Nic a’ Mhaoilein | Manaidsear Qifis is lonmhais Lan-uine

lain Domhnallach Stiuiriche Ealain 0.6

Seona Masson Oifigear Foghlam Gaidhlig Lan-uine

Anndra Muncaster Oifigear Mheadhanan Soisealta 5 uairean a thide san t-seachdain
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Cnoc Soilleir

Chaidh crioch air Ire 1 de Chnoc Soilleir, ris an robhar a’ déanamh fiughair mhor, a chomharrachadh le seirbheis bheag a
bha a’ gabhail a-steach sineadh thairis air iuchraichean bhon chompanaidh thogail - Maclnnes Brothers Earranta - gu
cathraiche Cnoc Soilleir. Bha an cruinneachadh cudromach seo na phriomh chlach-mhile ann an eachdraidh an togalaich
le riochdairean an lathair bho Cheolas, UHI agus Cnoc Soilleir.

Ghabh luchd-obrach Cheolais comhnaidh nan dachaigh uir air 6 Ogmhios 2022 agus anns an stoidhle abhaisteach aig
Ceolas, dhall iad orra le ullachaidhean airson an Latha Fhosgailte a bha gu bhith a’ gabhail aite an ath sheachdain.

Dh’fhosgail Cnoc Soilleir a dhorsan don phoball air 13 Ogmhios agus chuir an sgioba-obrach sar-obair ri tachartasan a’
chlair-obrach air an latha.

Thug Ceolas aoigheachd do Sgoil Shamhraidh san togalach air a’ chiad seachdain den luchar 2022. Le Cnoc Soilleir loma-
lan dhaoine a’ com-pairteachadh ann an Gaidhlig, ceol, orain agus dannsa, b’ e samhla cudromach a bha seo gun robh

amasan an togalaich air a thighinn gu bith.

Com-pairteachas

Tha Ceolas a’ leantainn air adhart ag obair ann an com-pairteachas le aireamh de phriomh luchd-uidhe ionadail agus
naiseanta, a tha a’ cur taic ri leasachadh air ar n-obair. Nam measg sin, tha UHI Innse Gall, Cothrom, Storas Uibhist, Féis
Tir a’ Mhurain, Taigh Chearsabhagh, sgoiltean Uibhist, tallachan baile agus moran a bharrachd.

Gaidhlig

Tha Ceolas air leantainn a’ neartachadh agus a’ leudachadh a sholair Ghaidhlig, le spreadhadh anns na h-aireamhan a
tha a’ claradh airson ar clasaichean Gaidhlig seachdaineach air-loidhne agus gu pearsanta. San t-Sultain 2021, chlair 71
neach air irean bho Luchd-toiseachaidh gu Adhartaich, le 8 clasaichean air-loidhne agus aon bhuidheann a’
coinneachadh gu pearsanta ann an Uibhist, mar thoradh air cuibhreachaidhean Covid aig an am. Lean sinn air adhart le
clasaichean troimhe gu an Giblean 2022. Thoisich teirm Ur de chlasaichean san t-Sultain 2022, le oileanaich a’ claradh
airson bliadhna shlan de chlasaichean troimhe gu am Mart 2023. Bha Ceolas a’ ruith 9 clasaichean air-loidhne agus 3
clasaichean gu pearsanta ann an Uibhist agus chlair aireamh iomlan de 105 oileanaich airson nan clasaichean sin air
feadh na bliadhna chun a’ Mhairt 2023.

Bha Ceolas comasach air clasaichean bogaidh ann am pearsa a thoiseachadh air ais ann an 2022, le buidhnean bho
Oilthigh Ghlaschu agus Colaiste Abaid a’ Bhatail Nuaidh a’ frithealadh sheachdainean bogaidh ann an Uibhist sa Chéitean
2022. An Iuib teagasg nan clasaichean sin, bha oidean ionadail agus moran eile as a’ choimhearsnachd a’ cur riutha
cuideachd, a thuilleadh air gnothachasan ionadail. Tha com-pairteachas na Bliadhna Bogaidh le Oilthigh Ghlaschu a’
leantainn air a-steach do 2023 agus tha sinn air a bhith ag obair le diofar bhuidhnean eile gus a bhith comasach air
gabhail ri seachdainean is deireadh-sheachdainean bogaidh san am ri teachd.

Bu mhath le Ceolas taing mhor a thoirt do na h-oidean againn uile, com-pairtichean coimhearsnachd, oileanaich agus
luchd-maoineachaidh airson taic a chur ri ar clasaichean agus ar cUrsaichean Gaidhlig thar na bliadhna a dh’fhalbh. Seo
cuid de bheachdan an luchd-ionnsachaidh againn nam facail fhéin bhon ais-fhiosrachadh a fhuair sinn am-bliadhna.

“Tha Gaidhlig a’ toirt solas dhomh. Is e Ceolas an t-sirist air a’ cheic!”

“Tha Gaidhlig gu math cudromach, luachmhor dhomhsa. Tha clasaichean Cheolais aig ire ard, gam chuideachadh fas
fileanta ann an Gaidhlig bhreagha, nadarra.”

“Tha mi a’ faireachdainn aig an taigh ann an Alba, agus fios agam gu bheil Gaidhlig agus Ceolas aig teis-meadhan a’
chanain.”
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Tha sinn a’ planadh air sreath de chlasaichean Gra a ruith air-loidhne, a’ cuimseachadh air comhradh tarsainn nan irean
uile. Leanaidh sinn ag amas air na h-aireamhan de luchd-cleachdaidh a’ chanain a mheudachadh agus a’ Ghaidhlig
adhartachadh gu bhith na canan coimhearsnachd.

Priomh Thachartasan

Tatu Rioghail Dhun Eideann:

Ghabh an tachartas seo aite thairis air grunn laithean ann am Beinn na Faoghla sa Ghearran 2022, a’ ceadachadh co-
obrachadh air oran, ceol is dannsa, agus a’ tighinn gu crich le mor-thaisbeanadh ard-urlair. Ghabh clasaichean
maighstireachd aite do sgoilearan ard-sgoile taobh a-staigh nan diofar chuspairean. Fhuair an tachartas seo
maoineachadh bho Thatu Rioghail Dhun Eideann.

Sgoil Shamraidh 2022:
Bha e fior mhath a bhith a’ faicinn ar sgoil shamhraidh bhliadhnail a’ tilleadh, a’ chiad té gu pearsanta on a’ ghlasadh-
sluaigh agus a’ chiad sgoil ga cumail san togalach ur againn.

A thaobh nan adhbharan eadar-ghluasadach sin, chaidh na h-aireamhan a chuibhreachadh aig 100 agus bha na h-
aiteachan uile air an gabhail direach an deidh don tachartas fhoillseachadh.

A’ neartachadh ar ceanglaichean le Ceap Breatainn, chuir sinn failte air sia oidean a Alba Nuadh a thuilleadh air sgioba
sar-mhath bho na cladaichean againn fhin. Am measg nan oidean a Ceap Breatainn bha na tritir bhraithrean
Dombhnallach - Cailean, Keith agus Kyle, a thuilleadh air Kimberley Fhriseal, Gerard Peutan agus Caitriona Anna Nic a’ Phi
a Barraigh. Libhrig am buidheann ioma-thalantach seo Gaidhlig, fidheall, piobaireachd, orain Ghaidhlig is dannsa-ceum,
agus mar chiad thachartas eile aig Ceolas, thugadh aoigheachd do fheasgar sonraichte Cheap Breatainn a bha mar aon
de na h-oidhcheannan a bu shoirbheachaile a bha a-riamh air a chumail aig Ceolas. Bha Caitriona NicllleDhuibh,
Caitriona Nic an t-Saoir, Gillebride Mac’llleMhaoil agus Aonghas lain Domhnallach a’ teagasg nan clasaichean Gaidhlig
air a bheil mor-mheas an-comhnaidh. Thug ar luchd-coimhearsnachd thalantach Mairi agus Gillebride Mac’llleMhaoil,
Ashley Dhomhnallach, Mairi Therese Gilfedder, Seonaidh Mac an t-Saoir agus Ruaraidh Gray, comhla ri Ingrid
NicEunraig, Jayne NicLeoid, Ailean Domhnallach agus Eardsaidh MacAlasdair, seachad stitiireadh agus féisteas ard-
chaileachdail mar as abhaist.

A thuilleadh air feasgar Cheap Breatainn, bha am program abhaisteach de chuirmean-ciuil, a bha air am frithealadh le
agus as an d’ fhuair aireamh mhor de luchd-éisteachd mor-thlachd. Bha ar tachartasan feasgair a’ gabhail a-steach
chuairtean coiseachd, seiseanan taigh-seinnse agus leasan ann an dannsa cearnagach (ciad thachartas eile) air an deagh
fhrithealadh.

Am-bliadhna, thug an Sgoil Shamhraidh aoigheachd do sheinneadair a Georgia. Libhrig Nana Mzhavanadze buithtean-
obrach ann an seinn co-sheirm a tha duthchasach do a tir fhéin. Chord an t-eolas a fhuair iad gu mor riutha uile a ghabh
pairt.

Aig deireadh an latha, a dh’aindeoin beagan dhubhlain Ura eagrachail, bha sgoil shamhraidh 2022 fior shoirbheachail.

Co-chruinneachadh:

A’ dol air ais chun na Sultaine 2021, mar thoradh air cuibhreachaidhean leantainneach COVID, chaidh an tachartas a
chumail air-loidhne. Chuimsich an tachartas air ar canan aig cridhe na coimhearsnachd againn. Bha na tachartasan air an
deagh fhrithealadh air-loidhne. Am measg an luchd-libhrigidh bha Gillebride Mac’llleMhaoil, an Dr Will Lamb, an t-Ard-
Ollamh Wilson MacLeoid agus Seona NiclllFhialain.

S -,
U 3
é“ 3! gg{gh'l‘ig The Scottish HIE

Government Highlands and Islands Enterprise
LOTTERY FUNDED Riaghaltas na h-Alba C(OMHRAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR




A’ gluasad gu 2022, mar thoradh air sgaoileadh de COVID, chaidh an co-chruinneachadh a chuir dheth bhon luchar gu
9™ agus 10™" Sultain. B’ e ‘Thar Chuain’ tiotal an tachartais gu sonraichte a’ comharrachadh an 300™ ceann-bliadhna
on a rugadh Floraidh NicDhomhnaill. Am-bliadhna, bha sinn air ar bed-ghlacadh le draidean iongantach is tarraingeach
bhon Ard-Ollamh Uisdean Cheape agus Cailean MaclllEathain. Thug Mats Melin seachad buithtean-obrach
phractaigeach air Dannsaichean Innse Gall, a’ gabhail a-steach Flora MacDonald’s Fancy agus Over the Sea to Charlie.
Fhuair na h-oidean dannsa ionadail againn buannachd bho ionnsachadh mar a libhrigeas iad na dannsaichean sin do an
sgoilearan fhein. Thug e seachad oraid cuideachd agus taisbeanadh do luchd-eéisteachd fharsaing a’ cho-
chruinneachaidh.

Mar a tha abhaisteach tron cho-chruinneachadh, bha seirbheisean adhraidh air an cumail. Ghabh aon dhiubh sin aite
ann an Eaglais Thobha Mor a chaidh a leantainn le cuairt air a stitireadh le Tommy Domhnallach.

Mar chiad thachartas eile do Cheolas, agus ann an spiorad nam bana-ghaisgich ionadail, b’ e gniomhadh piobaireachd
nam boireannach an tachartas a ghabh aite air feasgar a’ Cho-chruinneachaidh. Oidhche air leth soirbheachail a’
taisbeanadh piobaireachd mhiorbhaileach bho na boireannaich thalantach sa choimhearsnachd againn.

Tachartas Sonraichte:

Air Diardaoin 1% Sultain 2022, chaidh Cnoc Soilleir fhosgladh gu h-oifigeil leis an Leas-Phriomh Mhinistear, lain Swinney
BPA. Bha buill na coimhearsnachd an sas san fhosgladh, a’ gabhail a-steach Mairead Walker agus Ciorstaidh Nic a’
Mhaoilein a chuidich Mgr Swinney le fosgladh an togalaich.

Bha liosta leudaichte de dh’aoighean an lathair anns an robh urramaich ionadail agus riochdairean bho ar com-
pairtichean maoineachaidh.

Bha sgioba Ceolas gu mor an sas anns a’ phlanadh ro-laimh a thuilleadh air co-ordanachadh air an latha fhein. Thug
clann Sgoil Dhalabroig tlachd don luchd-éisteachd le bhith a’ seinn dran Gaidhlig air a sgriobhadh don latha shonraichte
seo le Aonghas Padraig Caimbeul. Rinn a’ chlann gniomhadh air Dannsa Innse Gall cuideachd.

Sheinn Niall Domhnallach fhonn sgriobhte fhein air a’ phiob, John Swinney’s Welcome to Cnoc Soilleir, a chaidh a
choimiseanadh a dh’aon ghnothaich airson an tachartais.

Chaidh ar beannachadh le latha a bha alainn agus thainig moran as a’ choimhearsnachd a ghabhail pairt comhla rinn san
t-subhachas.

As an Tobar 2022:

Bha Ceolas air leth toilichte feasgar agus oidhche de thachartasan a thaisbeanadh airson Seachdain Leabhraichean na h-
Alba. Bha iad sin a’ gabhail a-steach gniomhachdan chloinne le Liam Crouse agus Molly Arbuthnott. Bha an tachartas
comhraidh Gaidhlig is leabharlann fosgailte againn le Caitriona Nic an t-Saoir air a dheagh fhrithealadh. Bha an tachartas
oidhche againn a ghabh aite ann an com-pairteachas le Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, co-cheangailte ri oidhche de
dh’orain, bardachd agus sgeulachdan le Mairi Nic’llleMhaoil, Gillebride Mac’llleMhaoil agus Martainn Mac an t-Saoir.

Feis Chullaig 2023:

Aig toiseach na bliadhna, chum sinn Dannsa Ceilidh Teaghlaich le lain ‘Costello’ Maclomhair agus New Tradition a bha na
thachartas miorbhaileach coimhearsnachd. An ath latha, b’ e madainn cofaidh agus bingo na priomh thachartasan ann
an Eirisgeigh, air a leantainn le feasgar de phiobaireachd a bha a’ nochdadh sreath de phiobairean ionadail.
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Sgoil Fheill Bride:

Bha Ceolas toilichte sgoil Ur-nodha 3-latha a thaisbeanadh air-loidhne sa Ghearran 2023 le Gaidhlig, ceol, orain is
dannsa. Ghabh na clasaichean aite tron latha air-loidhne le tachartasan air an fheasgar. Chaidh a’ chiad tachartas againn
air a shruthadh o chionn moran bhliadhnaichean, a chumail le luchd-eisteachd a’ tighinn a-steach bho gach cearnaidh
den t-saoghal. Chum sinn a’ chiad Ceilidh na Lasaig cuideachd a bha fosgailte don phoball, ann an Cnoc Soilleir ach bha e
air a shruthadh air feadh an t-saoghail cuideachd.

Corragan Ceolmbhor:

Thainig am program oideachaidh oigridh gu crich sa Mhart 2023. Bha am program maoinichte le Storas Uibhist agus
SHARE. Fhuair daoine oga oideachadh ann am piana, fidheall agus bogsa-ciuil. Tha sinn taingeil do na h-oidean againn
uile airson an taic leantainnich.

Tachartasan adhartachaidh eile:

Tha Ceolas a’ leantainn air adhart a’ cur taic ri raon de luchd-citil le bhith a’ foillseachadh chuirmean-ciuil is
ghniomhaidhean. Ged a chuir COVID bacadh air an seo gu ire mhor, bha sinn air leth toilichte taic a chur ri aireamh de

luchd-ealain, a’ gabhail a-steach Alana NicAonghais, Kathleen NicAonghais agus Liam O Maonlai.

Proiseact Arc-eolais Bhiortail Uibhist

Thainig aig Ceolas air maoineachadh fhaotainn airson co-phroiseact le arc-eolaichean bho UHI Innse Gall. B’e eadar-
theangachadh gu Gaidhlig, filmeadh agus claradh claistinneach ar dleastanas sa cho-obrachadh seo, combhla ri buithtean-
obrach sgoile agus air astar.

Is e buil sin, eolas a chur air fiorachd bhiortail is 3D de 6 laraichean arc-eolais shonraichte air feadh nan Uibhistean a’
toirt eachdraidh ionadail bed — an susbaint uile ri faotainn gu da-chananach.

Chord e gu mor ri luchd-obrach a bhith an lathair san iomairt seo agus tha iad a’ coimhead air adhart ri a leithid eile de
chothroman.

Steidhichte air ar fream-obrach fein-luachaidh agus am fiosrachadh air ais a tha sinn a’ faighinn tarsainn nan
tachartasan uile, tha sinn a’ cumail oirnn a’ neartachadh ar program de thachartasan, a’ caradh Gaidhlig, ceol, orain
agus dannsa aig cridhe gach ni a tha sinn a’ déanamh.

Tha ath-sgrudadh ro-innleachdail air a’ bhuidheann ga ghabhail os lIaimh gu laithreach. Théid plana tr obrachaidh
fhoillseachadh nas fhaide air adhart sa bhliadhna, a bhios a’ cuimseachadh air priomh leasachaidhean bho 2024 — 2029.
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Com-pairtichean:

REMT 24
Sgoil Shamhraidh 2022 100
Sgoil Shamhraidh — Tachartasan 1052
Co-chruinneachadh 2022 152
As an Tobar 2022 142
Feis Chullaig 2023 185
Sgoil Fheill Bride 2023 20
Sgoil Fheill Bride - Tachartasan 127
Tachartasan Adhartachaidh 132

Clasaichean Gaidhlig

186 (81 —2021/2022) (105 — 2022/2023)

Corragan Ceolmhor

25

Dannsa na Caisge 2023 120

Seinneamaid COmhla 28

Cardio Ceéilidh 21

Com-pairtichean lomlan 2314

Luchd-leantainn Mheadhanan Soisealta

Facebook 4150

Instagram 1635

Twitter 2275

Luchd-leantainn iomlan 8057
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The annual report for 2022/2023 will be an exceptional document in that it will be covering the period 1% September
2021 to 31° March 2023. This is to take into account the change made to the financial year which will now run from 1
April to 31t March.

X

eE O
oo Gaidhlig  The Scottish

G
Government Highlands and Islands Enterprise
LOTTERY FUNDED Rlaghaltas na h-Alba COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR fomairt na Gaidhealtachd s nan Eilean




Foreword from the Chairperson

As | pen the foreword to the Ceolas Uibhist Ltd. Annual Report for the last time, | reflect on the journey that Ceolas has
made over the years. As they say, ‘it has been the honour of my life’ to have been at the forefront of Ceolas and its
delivery of thousands of Gaelic cultural experiences to thousands of people across the world over the past 25+ years. Its
growth has been steady from a tiny grassroots organisation to becoming one of Scotland’s national bodies for delivering
on Gaelic development. This has not happened by accident but by ambitious and pragmatic approaches to projects and
activities based around the Gaelic and musical heritage of South Uist. Successful marketing to local, national and
international audiences has opened a whole new world for South Uist residents and its diaspora. Sounds simple and
only those who have travelled the Ceolas journey know how exciting, rewarding and challenging life has been at times!

Ceolas Uibhist is now firmly settled in its shiny new home in Cnoc Soilleir. That itself is little short of a miracle which
happened over lockdown. Cnoc Soilleir is a beacon of hope for transformational change bringing employment and
enjoyment to the Uist community.

During my years as Chair of Ceolas, | have worked with many members of staff, board and committee members who
have diligently and loyally delivered well beyond the call of duty. Special mention is due to Mary Schmoller, lain
MacDonald and Peggy Ann MacMillan. Public thanks is also due to the Gaelic & Scots team at the Scottish Government,
officers at Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Bord na Gaidhlig and Creative Scotland — many
times | knocked on their doors calling for financial assistance and good advice and | was never turned away! I've had the
opportunity to travel far and wide to promote Ceolas and South Uist and | hope | have done that justice.

Ceolas, for the first time, now has a Ceannard and | have every confidence that John Joe and his team will lead the
organisation to greater things. Opportunities are out there and this is a good time to grasp them.

My final word of thanks is to the members of Ceolas and the wider South Uist community who have put their trust in me
and supported my endeavours through thick and thin!

Ceud mile taing,
Mairi

Mairi T Maclnnes
Chair of the Board
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Funding
Ceolas would like to acknowledge and thank our funders for their continued support — Creative Scotland, Bord na
Gaidhlig, The Scottish Government, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and Highlands and Islands Enterprise.

Board
Our current board of directors are:

Mary T Maclnnes — Chair of the board
Iseabail MacDonald

Sarah MacKay

Seonaidh Maclntyre

Julie Maclsaac

Isabell Maclnnes

Lena MacLellan

William MacPhee

Alex O’ Henley

We are very grateful to our board of directors who support with the strategy, vision, direction and governance of the
organisation.

We also have our local committee who support with the operational elements our events. We are thankful to all our
committee members and volunteers for their ongoing commitment and support.

Staffing

Mary Schmoller, our Operations Manager, retired in January 2022 marking the end of an era. Mary was with Ceolas for
many years and over this time she did an incredible amount of work directing the growth of Ceolas as well as securing
funding culminating in phase 1 of Cnoc Soilleir. Pauline MacDonald was our Interim Manager before our new Ceannard
was appointed. October marked the end of 2 fixed-term roles with Frank McConnell, our Integration Manager, and Paul
Burgess, our Digital Support Officer, finishing in their roles. We are extremely thankful to all our past members of staff
for their invaluable contributions.

Peggy Ann MacMillan was promoted to Office & Finance Manager and now has a full-time contract. In addition to this,
Ceolas appointed its first Ceannard (CEQ). John Joe MacNeil took up the position of Ceannard in November 2022. We
are delighted that Bord na Gaidhlig continues to fund our Gaelic officer post and this has allowed us to extend Shona
Masson’s contract.

Ceolas’ Staffing Structure:

John Joe MacNeil Ceannard Full time

Peggy Ann MacMillan Office & Finance Manager Full time

lain MacDonald Artistic Director 0.6

Shona Masson Gaelic Education Officer Full time
Andrew Muncaster Social Media Officer 5 hours per week

¢

IV

Gaidhlig  The Scottish I
Government Islands Enterprise
LOTTERY FUNDED Riaghaltas na h-Alba t d s nan Elle:

é ‘ @Bérd na ’I‘ > <

o

e

Highlands an



Cnoc Soilleir

The much-anticipated completion of Cnoc Soilleir - Phase 1 was marked with a small ceremony including the handover
of keys to the chair of Cnoc Soilleir from the building company — Maclnnes Brothers Limited. This significant gathering
was a key milestone in the history of the building with representatives attending from Ceolas, UHI and Cnoc Soilleir.

Ceodlas staff took up residence in their new home on 6% June 2022 and, in true Ceolas style, immediately hit the ground
running making preparations for the Open Day which was taking place the following week.

Cnoc Soilleir opened its doors to the public on 13™ June and staff made an excellent contribution to the timetabled
events of the day.

Ceolas hosted our Sgoil Shamhraidh in the building on the first week of July 2022. With Cnoc Soilleir full of people
partaking in Gaelic language, music, song and dance, this was a significant symbol that the aims of the building had
come to fruition.

Partnership

Ceolas continues to work in partnership with a number of key local and national stakeholders to support the
development of our work. These include — UHI Outer Hebrides, Cothrom, Storas Uibhist, Féis Tir a’ Mhurain, Taigh
Chearsabhagh, Uist schools, village halls and many others.

Gaelic

Ceolas has continued to strengthen and expand its Gaelic provision, with an explosion in numbers signing up to our
weekly online and in-person Gaelic classes. In September 2021, 71 signed up to levels from Beginner to Advanced, with
8 online classes and one in-person group meeting in Uist due to Covid restrictions at the time. We carried on with
classes through to April 2022. A new term of classes began in September 2022, with students signing up for a full year of
classes through to March 2023. Ceolas ran 9 online classes and 3 in-person classes in Uist and a total of 105 students
signed up to these across the year up to March 2023.

Ceolas was able to resume in-person immersion classes in 2022, with groups from the University of Glasgow and
Newbattle Abbey College attending immersion weeks in Uist in May 2022. These involved local tutors and many
contributors from the local community, as well as local businesses. The Bliadhna Bhogaidh partnership with the
University of Glasgow continues into 2023 and we have been working with various other groups to accommodate future
immersion weeks and weekends.

Ceolas would like to extend a huge thank you to all of our tutors, community contributors, students and funders for
supporting our Gaelic classes and courses over the past year. Here are a few of our learners’ own words from feedback
received this year.

“Gaelic brings me joy. Ceolas is the cherry on top!”

“Tha Gaidhlig gu math cudromach, luachmhor dhomhsa. Tha clasaichean Cheolais aig ire ard gam chuideachadh fas
fileanta ann an Gaidhlig bhreagha, nadarra.”

“I feel more at home in Scotland knowing Gaelic and Ceolas is central to the Gaelic language”

We plan to run a series of new classes focussing on conversation across all levels online. We continue to focus on
increasing our numbers of language users and promoting Gaelic to be the community language.
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Core Events

Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo:

This event took part over a number of days in February 2022 in Benbecula allowing for the collaboration of song, music
and dance culminating in a showcase performance. Masterclasses took place for high school pupils within the various
disciplines. This event was funded by the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.

Sgoil Shamraidh 2022:
It was great to see the return of our annual summer school, the first in-person since lockdown and the first to be held in
our new premises.

With these transitioning factors, numbers were capped at 100 and places were all taken soon after the event had been
published.

Strengthening our special connection with Cape Breton, we welcomed six tutors from Nova Scotia as well as an excellent
line up from our own shores. The Cape Breton tutors comprised of the three MacDonald brothers — Cailean, Keith and
Kyle, as well as Kimberley Fraser, Gerard Beaton and Barra’s own Cathy Ann MacPhee. This multi-talented group
delivered Gaelic language, fiddle, piping, Gaelic song and step dance and, in another first for Cedlas, hosted a special
Cape Breton evening which was one of the most successful nights ever held at Ceolas. Catriona Black, Catriona
Maclntyre, Gillebride MacMillan and Angus John MacDonald tutored our ever-popular Gaelic classes. Our talented
locals, Mairi and Gillebride MacMillan, Ashley MacDonald, Mairi Therese Gilfedder, Seaonaidh MacIntyre and Ruaraidh
Gray, joined by Ingrid Henderson, Jayne NicLeoid, Ailean Domhnullach and Archie McAllister, as always, provided
quality instruction and entertainment.

As well as the Cape Breton evening, there was the usual programme of concerts all of which were enjoyed by capacity
audiences. Our afternoon events including a walk, pub sessions and square dance lesson (another first) were also well
attended.

This year, the Sgoil Shamhraidh hosted a singer from Georgia. Nana Mzhavanadze delivered workshops in harmony
singing unique to her homeland. All those who took part thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

All in all, despite some new logistical challenges, the summer school of 2022 was a huge success.

Symposium:

Going back to September 2021, due to ongoing COVID restristictions, the event was held online. The event focussed on
our language at the heart of our community. The events were well attended online. Contributors included Gillebride
MacMiillian, Dr Will Lamb, Professor Wilson MacLeod and Shona MaclLellan.

Moving to 2022, due to an outbreak of COVID, the symposium was postponed from July to the 9" and 10%" September.
The title for the event was ‘Thar Chuain’ significantly marking the 300" anniversary of the birth of Flora MacDonald.
This year, we were treated to fascinating and engaging talks from Professor Uisdean Cheape and Cailean Maclean. Mats
Melin delivered practical workshops on Hebridean Dances including Flora MacDonald’s Fancy and Over the Sea to
Charlie. Our local dance tutors benefitted from learning how to teach these dances to their own pupils. He also gave a
talk and demonstration to the wider symposium audience.

As is customary during the symposium, there were religious services. One of these took place in Howmore Church and
was followed by a guided walk with Tommy MacDonald.

S -,
U 3
é“ 3! gg{gh'l‘ig The Scottish HIE

Government Highlands and Islands Enterprise
LOTTERY FUNDED Riaghaltas na h-Alba C(OMHRAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR




In another first for Ceolas, and in the spirit of local female heroes, the evening event at the Symposium was a ladies
piping recital. A hugely successful night showcasing wonderful piping from our talented local women.

Special Occasion:

On Thursday 1% September 2022, Cnoc Soilleir was officially opened by Deputy First Minister, John Swinney MSP.
Members of the community were involved in the opening including Margaret Walker and Kirsty MacMillan who helped
Mr Swinney open the building.

There was an extended guest list which included local dignitaries and representatives from our funding partners.

The Ceolas team were very much involved in the pre-planning as well as the co-ordination of the day itself. The children
of Sgoil Dhalabrog entertained the audience with a Gaelic song especially written by Angus Peter Campbell. The
children also performed a Hebridean Dance.

Niall MacDonald played his composition, John Swinney’s Welcome to Cnoc Soilleir which was commissioned for the
occasion.

We were blessed with a beautiful day and many from the local community joined us for the celebration.

As an Tobar 2022:

Ceolas were delighted to present an afternoon and evening of events for Book Week Scotland. These included
children’s activities with Liam Crouse and Molly Arbuthnott. Our open library and Gaelic conversation event with
Catriona Maclntyre was well attended. Our evening event, in partnership with Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, was a
night of song, poetry and stories with Mairi MacMillan, Gillebride MacMillan and Martin Macintyre.

Feis Chullaig 2023:

At the start of the year, we held a Family Céilidh Dance with lain ‘Costello” Maclver and New Tradition which was a
fantastic community event. The following day a coffee morning and bingo were the key events in Eriskay followed by an
afternoon of piping featuring a range of local pipers.

Sgoil Fheill Bride:

Ceolas were pleased to present a brand new 3-day online school in Gaelic language, music, song and dance in February
2023. Classes took place throughout the day online with events in the evening. Our first streamed event for many years
was held with audiences joining from across the world. We also held our first Céilidh na Lasaig which was open to the
public in Cnoc Soilleir but was also streamed worldwide.

Corragan Ceolmbhor:
Our youth tuition programme ended in March 2023. The programme was funded by Storas Uibhist and SHARE. Young
people received tuition in piano, fiddle and box. We are grateful to all our tutors for their continued support.

Other promotional events:
Ceolas continue to support a range of musicians by promoting concerts and gigs. Although this was considerably

hindered by COVID, we were delighted to support a number of artistes including Alana Maclnnes, Kathleen Maclnnes
and Liam O Maonlai.
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Uist Virtual Archaeology Project
Ceolas secured funding for a joint project with the archaeologists from UHI Outer Hebrides. Our role in this
collaboration was Gaelic translation, filming and audio recording and support with school workshops and outreach.

The result is an amazing virtual reality and 3D experience of 6 significant archaeological sites throughout the Uists
bringing local history to life — all content available bilingually.

Staff thoroughly enjoyed being involved in this venture and look forward to similar opportunities.

Based on our self-evaluation framework and the feedback that we receive across all our events, we continue to
strengthen our programme of events placing Gaelic language, music, song and dance at the heart of all we do.

A strategic review of the organisation is currently underway. A new operational plan will be launched later in the year
which will focus on key developments from 2024 — 2029.

Participants:

REMT 24
Sgoil Shamhraidh 2022 100
Sgoil Shamhraidh — Events 1052
Symposium 2022 152
As an Tobar 2022 142
Feis Chullaig 2023 185
Sgoil Fheill Bride 2023 20
Sgoil Fheill Bride - Events 127
Promotional Events 132
Gaelic Classes 186 (81 —2021/2022) (105 — 2022/2023)
Corragan Ceolmhor 25
Easter Dance 2023 120
Seinneamaid Comhla 28
Cardio Ceilidh 21
Total Participants 2314

Social Media Followers

Facebook 4150
Instagram 1635
Twitter 2275
Total followers 8057
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