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Aithisg a" Chathraiche Foreword form Chairperson

Tha e toirt toileachas dhomh Aithisg
Bhliadhnail 2019 a libhrigeadh, sam bheil
aithris air an liuthad proiseact a tha Ceolas
Uibhist air cur air adhart do mhuinntir
Uibhist, cho math ris an t-saothar naiseanta
agus eadar-naiseanta againn. Tha sinn a’
sior-thogail air a’ phrogram againn gus canan
is ceol nan Gaidheal a sheasamh nar
coimhearsnachdan, agus tha mi air mo
dhoigh gu bheil na h-aireamhan — cho math
ris na molaidhean —a’ dol suas. Tha Ceolas a-
nise a’ ruith na sgoil samhraidh cho math ri
coig feisean beaga a chombharraicheas ar
canan is ar cultar ann an doigh fior-
tharraingeach, a’ cur ris an eolas a th’ aig
daoine — gach cuid muinntir Uibhist agus
daoine a thig dhan eilean. Tha ionnsachadh
na Gaidhlig a’ fas gu laidir ann an Uibhist a
Deas agus tha sinn a’ tabhainn cothroman
sonraichte air eolas duthchasach nan
Gaidheal fhiosrachadh agus ionnsachadh
anns an eilean fhein, agus am measg nan
daoine fhein.

Tha am fas seasmhach seo mu choinneamh
program Cheolais a’ cur ris an leirsinn mhor
adhartach againn gus Cnoc Soilleir a chur air
steidh laidir ann an Uibhist, agus tha seo air
ar n-aire fhad ’s a shireas sinn @’ mhaoin
dhan togalach ur. Tha mi toilichte fhaicinn gu
bheil Colaiste a’ Chaisteil — an luchd-
compairt againn — cuideachd a’ leasachadh
na h-obrach aca a thaobh cedl nan Gaidheal
agus iad a’ sireadh neach-obrach uir. Ged a
tha Cnoc Soilleir a’ toirt nas fhaide na bha
duil, cuimhnich gu bheil am fear a bhios fada
aig an aiseag, gheibh e thairis uaireigin —agus
a dh’aithghearr tha mi cinnteach!

Bu mhath leam taing mhor a thoirt dhan
sgioba bheag agus na saor-thoilich againn a
bhios a’ cur an uamhais de dh’obair a-staigh
as leth Ceolas, Cnoc Soilleir agus canan is
cultar Uibhist. Tha mo thaing cuideachd a’
dol gu na buidhnean maoineachaidh agus an
fheadhainn a bheir tabhartasan agus eile
dhuinn — cha bhiodh sinn ann as ur n-aonais.

| am pleased to present this year’s Annual
Report and Accounts to you which outline
the wide range of activities Ceodlas Uibhist Ltd
has presented to the local community and
our involvement in  National and
International  initiatives.  Ceodlas  has
continued to build on its programme of
Gaelic and Music events in Uist throughout
the year to ensure each of these is
sustainable and | am delighted to say that
each event has successfully evolved with
numbers of attendees increasing and
evaluations giving positive feedback. Ceolas
now hosts the renowned Summer School
and five mini ‘festivals’ which celebrate our
Gaelic language and culture and inform
participants in an attractive style pleasing to
local people and the increasing number of
visitors to the Islands. The teaching of Gaelic
is rapidly gathering momentum in South Uist
and we are effectively developing a unique
offer through the rich store of community
members who are keen to share their
knowledge of the language as a way of life.

Our ambitious aspirations in Cnoc Soilleir
require steady growth in the Ceolas
programme of activity in South Uist and our
focus will remain on this as we move towards
securing the funding for the new building. |
am pleased to see that Lews Castle College,
our partners in Cnoc Soilleir are also
developing their work in Gaelic music
through the a new staff appointment. Cnoc
Soilleir is taking a while to happen but | am
confident that it will be our turn very soon!

| wish to extend my grateful thanks to the
small staff team and the volunteers at Cedlas
and Cnoc Soilleir who deliver enormous
outputs for Gaelic culture and language in
Uist and beyond. My thanks also to the
supportive funding organisations and those
who give cash donations and other
assistance in kind — without all of you we
could not do what we do.

Our plans for the future include some
exciting projects with new partners
alongside embedding the core events and



Tha proiseactan Ur inntinneach le buidhnean activities which already exist. Watch this
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Program Bliadhnail Core Programme of Events
Sgoil Shamhraidh Summer School

Leis gu bheil an sgoil shamhraidh na 23mh
bliadhna, bu choir dhuinn meorachadh air
mar a tha i air fas agus mar a tha lgirsinn na
sgoile fhathast mar steidh ar n-obrach.’Sian
sgoil shamhraidh an rud as priseile a ni
Ceolas gach bliadhna. Am bliadhna, fhuair an
luchd-teagaisg —sean is ur —moladh mor bho
na h-oileanaich.

Bha an aireamh bu mhotha a bh’ againn a-
riamh am bliadhna, a’ gabhail a-steach
moran oileanaich bhon chursa chitil aig UHI,
a’ toirt beods dhan sgoil. Bha arainneachd
ionnsachaidh bheairteach ann, agus na h-
oileanaich a’ cur ris na clasaichean agus an
teagasg a bh” ann.

'S e am measgachadh eadar dannsa-ceum
agus fidheall as Ceap Breatainn agus an ceol,
an canan agus na h-orain a gheibhear as
Uibhist a ni an t-seachdain cho sonraichte
gach bliadhna, gach cuid do dh’oileanaich,
luchd-teagaisg agus a’ choimhearsnachd.

Bidh an ceangal le Ceap Breatainn a’ fas gach
bliadhna lamh ris an neartachadh ann an
Uibhist mu choinneamh nan ealan agus an
dualchais Ghaidhlig. Chaidh clas ur a
libhrigeadh air Seanchas Uibhisteach le
Aonghas lain Domhnallach do
dh’fhileantaich na Gaidhlig.

Bha program ainmeil de cheilidhean,
cuairtean agus cuirmean gan ruith air an
fheasgar don choimhearsnachd leis an
stitiriche ealain lain Domhnallach agus Fin
Moore, an neach-taice. A’ leantail air na
bliadhnaichean roimhid, bha tachartasan
feasgair cho math ’s a tha ri fhaighinn a bhios
a’ taisbeanadh talant an luchd-teagaisg agus
an luchd-chiuil eile a thig.

'S e cothrom math a th’ anns an t-seachdain
don luchd-poilitigs agus eile a bhith a’ faicinn
ceol, dannsa agus cleamhnas nan Gaidheal
nan dachaigh fhein. Tha cuideachd, gu
bheileas a’ taisbeanadh seo don mhor-
shluagh, a’ cur ri tursachd nan Eileanan Siar

As Ceolas enters its twenty-third year we
reflect on how the Summer School has gone
from strength to strength and how the
original core values are equally relevant
today as they were in 1996. The summer
school remains the jewel in the Ceolas
crown. The fantastic tutor team was highly
thought of by the students and the old hands
mentored a number of new tutors.

This year we hosted a record number of
students including many UHI music course
alumni providing vibrancy in the summer
school. This created a dynamic learning
experience as the students brought their
own knowledge and experiences to the
classes - creativity was developed and ideas
shared. The Ceolas offer based on step dance
and fiddle from Cape Breton and Gaelic
language and song, piping and dance from
South Uist continues to make for an
outstanding week for all — participants,
tutors and the community.

The Cape Breton connection continues to
blossom alongside the steady growth in
interest in South Uist Gaelic arts and culture.
The new class, Seanchas delivered by
Aonghas lain MacDonald was well received
and fluent Gaelic speakers were taught to
develop the art of storytelling.

A rich programme of evening and
community-wide events was planned by our
artistic director lain MacDonald supported
by Fin Moore to complement the daily
classes of the school. Following on from the
success of previous years, there was a range
of high-quality evening events featuring the
talent and abilities of the tuition team and
many of the Vvisiting musicians and
performers.

Ceolas week is an opportunity for politicians
and significant people within the Music and
Gaidhlig fraternity to flock to Uist and
witness the importance of Uist as force of
Gaidhlig and traditional music in Scotland.



agus eaconamaidh an eilein. 'S e am fior
thrang a th” ann an Ceolas, a’ fagail gu bheil
siubhal, aiteachan-fuirich, buthan, taighean-
bidhe agus eile uile a’ faighinn buannachd as.

Dh’fhosgladh an t-seachdain leis a’” Cheilidh
Failteachaidh agus daoine a’ lionadh Talla
Naomh Pheadair airson aoigheachd ainmeil
nan eileanan —an ceol agus dannsa cho math
ris @’ bheicearachd! — fhiosrachadh. 'S e na
taighean-ceilidh as motha feill fhathast don
luchd-tadhail againn. Bha moran de na
taighean-ceilidh abhaisteach ann agus tha ar
taing a’ dol a-mach do na daoine fialaidh a
dh’fhosglas an dorsan do dh’aoighean
Cheodlais gach bliadhna. Bha sinn air ar doigh
gun tainig am BBC gus claradh a dheanamh
den Oidhche Phiobaireachd againn agus
chaidh sin a-mach air Radio nan Gaidheal
agus Pipeline. Mar a chualas, b’ e oidhche
fior mhath a bh’ ann agus na piobairean air
gleus; tha sinn toilichte gun deach ire cho ard
de nos piobaireachd Eilein Uibhist a
chlaradh. Bha piobairean 0ga ann comhla ris
an luchd-teagaisg agus tha e na thlachd a
bhith gan eisteachd a’ tighinn air aghaidh a
h-uile bliadhna. Bha Oidhche nan Oran &’
taisbeanadh farsaingeachd de sheinn
Ghaidhlig, a’ gabhail a-steach Griogair
Labhruidh agus Guthan an lar. Chaidh meal-
a’-naidheachd a chur air Cairistiona Primrose
a fhuair MBE nas traithe den bhliadhna —
abair urram do sheinneadair Gaidhlig! Bha
Raonaid Walker agus Mairi Sine Laomaind a
Ceap Breatainn a’ sealltainn mar a tha
stoidhlichean seinn a cearnaidhean eile dhen
Ghaidhealtachd. Mar a b’ abhaist, bha
Oidhche nam  Fidhlearan agus nan
Dannsairean lan gu spreadhadh, le deagh
mheasgachadh de dhannsaichean
Albannach, -ceilidh agus -ceum, agus
Orcadian Strip the Willow a tha sineadh fada
sios an talla le gach aois 8 gu 80! Tha &’
chuirm feasgar Dihaoine daonann trang agus
nochd gu leor bhon choimhearsnachd a
chluinntinn  na  clasaichean a" co-
thaisbeanadh na dh’ionnsaich air thairis an t-
seachdain.

'S e An Céilidh Mor barr na seachdain, agus
bha Domhnall Uilleam ‘Ryno” MacllleMhoire
na fhear-an-taigh ag innse iomadh sgeulachd

The general increase in tourism to the
Western Isles coupled with the draw of
Cedlas ensured a very busy time for the
island and local businesses from transport
and accommodation to shops and eating
places.

Sunday evening Welcome Ceéilidh was
crowded and the Ceolas Catering Team were
the stars of the evening, richly applauded by
the whole audience of visitors and tutors.
House ceilidhs continue to be the most
popular event of the week for our visitors.
This year many of the regular hosts
continued to offer their homes and generous
thanks is extended to them. Ceolas was
delighted that BBC came to record the Piping
Concert on the Monday evening and this has
been broadcast as part of BBC Radio nan
Gaidheal BBC Scotland Piping Programmes.
The pipers did not disappoint with a fantastic
display of piping that is now recorded for
posterity. This event showcasing our own
young Pipers as well as the visiting tutors
brought people from far and wide to listen
and for those who love piping it is seen as the
best example of good practice. Singers’ night
presented an array of visiting stars -
complemented by Griogair Labhruidh and
our local Guthan an lar. Christine Primrose
was congratulated on gaining an MBE, a rare
distinction for a Gaelic Singer. Rachel Walker
and Mary Jane Lamond from Cape Breton
showed how songs evolve into a new
cadence of voice from a place other than the
Hebrides. Fiddle and Dance Night was as
usual filled to capacity and a great mix of
country dancing, ceilidh dancing and step
dancing was on show. Thursday night was
the night of greatest interaction between the
students and the community — an Orcadian
Strip the Willow ensured that no one is left
out whether 8 or 80! The crossover concert
on Friday afternoon is always a popular
event with many from the community
coming to hear all the classes performing
some of the work that they had been putting
together all week.

An Ceilidh Mor on the Friday night is the
keynote event of the week, Donald William
Morrison was the MC for the night and his



bho bha e fantail an Uibhist. B’ e dealas nan
ceoladairean agus seinneadairean a chur
sogan air an oidhche agus bu mhath a b’
fhiach i a dh’éisteachd ris an talant
bharraichte thar grunn uairean — dh’fhaoidte
gum faigheadh Ceolas sgillinn no dha a
bharrachd le bhith ag réic chluasagan-toine
agus Ceolas sgriobhte orrall

Chaidh na cuairtean glé mhath, le oileanaich
agus Uibhistich a’ falbh comhla. Am bliadhna,
bhathar a’ coimhead air trusadh bidhe
comhla ri Fiona Bird, agus air larach Cille
Choinnich aig bonn Beinn Ruighe Choinnich
comhla ri Ruairidh ‘Poker’ Domhnallach.

Bha ceisteachain deireadh na sgoile gu math
togarrach agus molaidhean gan toirt leis an
luchd-teagaisg agus na h-oileanaich.

time in Uist in a past life provided a fruitful
source of stories. The sheer enthusiasm of
the performers was a tonic for the audience
and everyone felt they had more than their
money’s worth with the international talent
performing over several hours - this could
also present an opportunity for selling Ceolas
branded cushions!!

The guided walks were popular with the local
community and visitors. This year the focus
was on foraging on the foreshore with Fiona
Bird, and exploring the site of the church of
‘Cainneach’ at the base of Beinn Ruigh
Cainneach  (Adhratobhta)  with  local
tradition-bearer Roddy MacDonald.

At the end of the week the evaluations were
extremely positive from tutors and learners.

...this just goes to show where attending the Ceolas Summer School can
take you, particularly for the young ones, and perhaps goes a little way to
illustrate why the likes of Ceolas is so important, not just for the local
community, but for the community at large. As a family, we appreciate all
the efforts that the people of South Uist have put into Ceolas over all the
years we have attended. In addition to the friends we have made through
Ceolas, this week’s event contributes considerably to us spending a very
enjoyable time together and has given us many fond memories to share as
a family. Hopefully there will be many more to come! My thanks to you all.
THE MILNES, ATTENDEES OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL FOR MANY YEARS

Neach-ealain air Mhuinntireas Artist in Residence

B’ i Morag Duff, a Eirisgeidh, neach-ealain air
mhuinntireas na bliadhna aig an sgoil
shamhraidh.

Morag Duff of Eirisgeidh was this year’s
summer school artist in residence.



Urras Ceol na Gaidhealtachd Highland Music Trust

Kirstyn ~ Howarth Alba
Katie MacFarlane Alba
Caitlin McNeill Alba
Angus MacDonald Alba
Euan MacPhail Alba
Elise Coral Morton An Fhrang/Astrailia
llona Kennedy Alba
Murray  Willis Alba
Eibhlin ~ Milne Alba
Ciar Milne Alba
Kara Creighton Alba

Symposium: Lagh a’ Chladaich

Tachraidh  symposium  Cheolais  gach
bliadhna san lochdar, eadar an talla agus an
sgoil. Eiridh cuspair nan symposia as
comhraidhean coimhearsnachd Ceann a
Tuath a’ Chinn a Deas tron bhliadhna. Am
bliadhna, choimheadadh air storas na
feamainn, a bha gu math toipigeach. A reir
coltais, bhiodh lagh a° chladaich a’
ciallachadh nach rachadh cruitearan gu tuath
gu feamnadh — air a’ chladach aca fhéin no
gu deas orra sin. B’ e lagh as a’ bheul-aithris
a bha seo, a' co-roinn an storais gu
cothromach. Ri linn sgrudadh, fhuaireadh a-
mach gun robh riaghailtean an taobh an ear
gu tur diofraichte agus b’ ann a reir
suidheachadh na cruite a bha na riaghailtean
gu cothrom air an fheamnadh. ’S iomadh
comhradh beothail a dh’adhbhraich seo, cho
math ri cuairtean air da chorsa an eilein.

Thug Heather Pheutan, RSPB, a’ chuairt don
taobh an ear agus bha Fiona Bird gar
tredireachadh timcheall Rubha Hornais, san
lochdar, air an taobh an iar.

Bha Dr Philip Kerrison, a SAMS faisg air an
Oban, ann son oraid a thoirt air gniomhachas
na feamainn ann an Alba, a chunnaic iomadh
fas is crionadh thar nan linn. Tha fas as ur air
faire don cheilpe an cois adhartasan san t-
saoghal  bio-meideigeach, roinn  nan
cuingidhean-leighis agus biadh.

Bha Dr Kevin Grant a’ roinn a chuid
rannsachaidh a rinneadh air arc-eolas
gniomhachas na feamainn ann an Loch

The Ceolas symposium takes place at the
north end of South Uist around Talla and
Sgoil an lochdair. The topics for the symposia
generally arise from conversations with
tradition bearers and community members
at the north end of the island. It was decided
to focus this year on the topical subject of
seaweed. Apparently as a common courtesy,
crofters could not go north to collect cast
seaweed — only south. This was one of the
unwritten rules the land ensuring that
natural resources were equitably available.
Through discussions it transpired that the
rules on the east side were completely
different and that access to seaweed
depended on the croft’s location. This topic
made for lively discussion and talks as well as
interesting walks on the east and west sides
of South Uist.

Heather Beaton from RSPB for the walk on
the east side to see the wildlife and to Fiona
Bird for the walk on the west side at Rubha
Hornais, in lochdar.

Talks on the seaweed industry, past and
present were given by Dr Philip Kerrison
from Scottish Association of Marine Science
in Dunstaffnage, who highlighted that it was
a boom and bust industry, with each era
being overtaken by scientific advances, until
new uses were found and then another
boom would be created. It appears we are on
the cusp of another boom period for
alginates in the bio-medical world, having



Aoineart, far an tug e cuairt thredirichte
cuideachd.

progressed from the pharmaceutical and
food developments.

Dr Kevin Grant contributed by sharing
research he carried out on the archaeology
of the seaweed industry in Loch Aoineart and
St Kilda. He also led a walk to Loch Aoineart.

Moladh Uibhist

Tha Moladh Uibhist a’ brosnachadh nos
seinn dhualchasach Uibhist, agus chaidh a
ruith eadar 5-7 den Cheitean ann an Cairinis,
Eirisgeidh, Loch Baghasdail agus Geirinis. Bha
oranaichean is sgoilearan ionadail ag
ionnsachadh an stoidhle Uibhistich do na bha
gabhail pairt. Bha Sineag Nic an t-Saoir,
Catriona Garbutt, Penny Burgess, Mairi
Floraidh Holliser agus Pol MacCalluim @’
gabhail nan clasaichean, san do nochd deagh
cuid a dh’ionnsachadh grunn orain nach eil
idir cho bitheanta air an seinn air an latha an-
diugh. Thar nan tri laithean, bha mu 60 duine
a’ gabhail pairt.

As an Tobar Gaelic Book Festival

Chaidh a chiad fheill litreachais tro
mheadhan na Gaidhlig a chumail ann an
Uibhist eadar 30 den t-Samhain agus 1d den
Dubhlachd. Bha Catriona NicllleDhuibh &’

The annual spring song festival took place
across four venues — Cairinis, Eirisgeidh, Loch
Baghasdail and Géirinis on the 5 to the 7t
May. The conference was designed so that
local tradition bearers could teach their
songs to participating singers, facilitated by
Sineag Maclnytre, Catriona Garbutt, Penny
Burgess, Mairi Flora Hollister and Paul
McCallum. A healthy number of attendees
shared unpublished songs across many
genres and generations.

Each venue was attended by people local to
that area and therefore a range of venues
increased the number of individual
attendees with nearly 60 people taking part
over the three days.

The first Gaelic Book Festival to be held in
South Uist from November 30" to December
1t Authors present were Catriona Black with
‘Sly Cooking” her work based on some of the




foillseachadh an leabhair uir ‘Sly Cooking’,
steidhichte air na faclan a chruinnich Mgr
Ailein. Bha e na thlachd dhi an obair aice a
thoirt do mhuinntir Uibhist — nan canan
fhein. Leugh Sednag Monk as an leabhar aice
‘Mil san TV’, agus bha deagh chomhradh a’
leantail. Cuideachd, bha Marion F
NicllleMhoire @ leughadh cuid den
bhardachd aice-se a fhuair aithne nan
duaisean.

Feill " Gheamhraidh Winter Festival
Féis Chullaig

Chaidh an aireamh a bu mhotha a bh” ann a-
riamh gu Feis Chullaig, eadar 28-31 den
Dubhlachd. Dh’fhosgladh i le seisean ealain
aig Taigh-osta Loch Baghasdail, agus seisean
citil na chois a thaladh mu 60 duine. Bha
cuairt chun na srubain ga leantail le Cuirm
Phiobaireachd agus Dannsa ann an
Eirisgeidh. Bha a’ Chullaig thradaiseanta ann
an Loidse Ghroigearraidh gu math mor agus
corr is leth-cheud duine a’ tighinn a
dh’géisteachd deagh cheol is fearas-
cuideachd. Bha corr is 200 duine ann aig
dannsa le Trail West an Talla an lochdair agus
bha mu 100 duine an lathair feasgar Cullaig
fhéin sa Bhorodail agus Céilidh Teaghlaich a’
dol.

Latha Fheéill Brighde

A’ comharrachadh na Feille Brighde, thug Dr
Domhnall  Uilleam Stiubhart oOraidean
seachad air claraidhean Marsaili Fhriseal-
Cheanadach — a chluinnte air a’ chiad uair
ann an Eirisgeidh ann an ceud bliadhna! Bha
Mairi NicLeoid a’ ruith bhuthan-obrach don
chlann-sgoile a’ togail ‘Crois Brighde’.

Beannachadh nan Sgothan Blessing of the Boats
Chaidh seirbhis a ghabhail leis an Urr Ross
Crichton a’ beannachadh nan sgothan iasgaich
agus an criuthan aig Gasaigh. Bha seo na
dheagh chothrom gus an CD ur de dh’orain
iasgaich, a chaidh a dheanamh le Gillebride
Mac ’llleMhaoil as leth Dr Magnus Course, air

words collected by Fr Allan in Eriskay and
South Uist, the book was launched in
Stornoway but to an English-speaking
audience and the author enjoyed her visit to
Uist to share the work in Gaelic. Sednag
Monk read from her book ‘Mil San Ti’, which
was enjoyed by all. Marion Morrison shared
some of her recent award-winning poetry
which was appreciated by all present.

Feis Chullaig lit up the community over four
days from 28" December to 315 December,
opening with a free children’s arts session at
Lochboisdale Hotel followed by a music
session which attracted around 60 people. A
beach walk to collect cockles was followed
by a Piping Recital and Dance took place in
Eriskay. Crab, cockles and cocktails were
served in Grogarry Lodge to the 50+ people
who attended to hear well known Gaelic
singers and musicians. The dance with Trail
West in Talla an lochdair for over 18s was a
tremendous success with a capacity crowd.
The finale was the Family Ceilidh on the
afternoon of Hogmanay in the Borrodale.

Feill Brighde was acknowledged in February
2018 with Domhnall Uilleam Stiubhart giving
several talks on his most recent work and
Mairi MaclLeod running workshops in the
primary schools on how to make ‘Crois
Brighde’.

A service was conducted by Fr. Ross Crichton
where all types of boats and their crews
were blessed and prayed over at the
Lochboisdale Marina. This event presented
an opportunity to launch a CD of ‘working’
songs by Guthan an lar produced by
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an robh Guthan an lar a’ seinn. Bha Dr Course
a’ rannsachadh a’ cheangail a th’ eadar @’
Ghaidhlig agus an t-iasgach, agus chaidh film
goirid a dheanamh mun rannsachadh
cuideachd. Chaidh seo a shealltainn aig a’
Pharlamaid agus aig Comann lasgairean nan
Eilean Siar.

Eolas nan Naomh Project on Uist Saints
Le taic Bord na Gaidhlig, tha Ceolas a’ ruith
proiseact rannsachaidh a’ coimhead air mar
a thainig a’ Chriostachd a dh’Uibhist. Bithear
a’ cur feum mor air a’ bheul-aithris an cois a’
phroiseict seo. Tha daimh laidir ann ris an
naomh Cainneach ann an Uibhist a Deas,
eadar tobhtaidhean agus an amar-baistidh
ann an Eaglais Ghearraidh na Monadh. 'S e
an t-Oll Thomas Clancy, Qilthigh Ghlaschu, a
thug dhuinn taisbeanadh air toraidhean an
rannsachaidh chun na h-ire seo. Bha deagh
fhiosrachadh a bharrachd aig muinntir an
aite ri thoirt dha.

Gillebride MacMillan. In the development of
the CD, Gillebride collaborated with Dr
Magnus Course who had been carrying out
work on the relationship between language
and activity on behalf of the University of
Edinburgh, a short film was also produced to
demonstrate his work.

Ceolas is facilitating - with the support of
Bord na Gaidhlig (BnG) Colmcille Project - a
research project exploring the information
available through oral traditions on how
Christianity was brought to Uist. There is a
strong association with St. Cainneach across
South Uist from ancient ruins to fonts and
church sites of the present day. The research
is carried out by Prof Thomas Clancy from
Glasgow University who gave a presentation
and open discussion on his findings so far.
Many members of the audience were able to
furnish him with additional information.

Cnoc Soilleir
Mu Chnoc Soilleir About Cnoc Soilleir

'S e iomairt chompairteachaidh eadar Ceolas
Uibhist agus Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI a th’
ann an Cnoc Soilleir. Suidhichte sa
choimhearsnachd as treasa sa Ghaidhlig,

Cnoc Soilleir is an exciting joint venture
between Ceolas and Lews Castle College, to
construct a new building in Daliburgh in
South Uist. This is recognised as the key
community for the revitalisation of the

11



brosnaichidh an t-ionad dualchas agus canan
Gaidhlig na coimhearsnachd.

'S e amas a’ phroiseict ionad a steéidheachadh
air @’ Chnoc Shoilleir ann an Dalabrog, le
goireasan air an dealbhachadh a dh’aona-
ghnothach airson feumalachdan foghlaim
LCC/UHI agus tachartasan coimhearsnachd
Cheolais timcheall air ionnsachadh na
Gaidhlig, dualchas, cultar, ceol is dannsa
Gaidhealach.

Bidh an togalach eadar an da bhuidheann; ré
na teirm acadaimeagaich, s i a’ Cholaisde as
motha a chleachdas e, ach air an fheasgar, air
an deireadh-sheachdainean, agus ri linn nan
saor-laithean, bidh Ceolas agus a’
choimhearsnachd ga chleachdadh.

Ar Leéirsinn Our Vision

e Uibhist ardachadh mar aite
fabharach  son cosnadh agus
comhnaidh

e QObair a chruthachadh, aireamh an t-
sluaigh a chur am meud agus
coimhearsnachd eileanach
iomallach a neartachadh le fas a
bharrachd ann an gniomhachas agus
tursachd

e Qileanaich agus inbhich o0ga a
thaladh gu coimhearsnachd a tha
crionadh

e Goireasan sar-mhath gus foghlam
HE agus FE a thabhainn thar
caochladh cuspair

e A’ leigeil leis an da bhuidheann fas
mu choinneamh nan amasan aca
fhin, agus amasan a’ Phlana Canain
Naiseanta, sa choimhearsnachd as
treasa sa Ghaidhlig

Urachadh air Adhartas Progress Update

Bhon choinneamh bhliadhnail mu dheireadh,
tha Cnoc Soilleir air grunn cheumannan
adhartais a ghabhail. Chaidh cead togail
iarraidh sa Mhart, agus fhuaireas e san
luchar. San Damhair, chuireadh an lan

Gaelic language in Scotland, and Cnoc Soilleir
has a significant role in leading this
development.

The completed building will provide new
state of the art facilities, for music, dance,
cultural heritage, Gaelic language, and
education in Uist. The innovative partnership
between the college and community
organisation is ground breaking and the key
to the success and deliverability of the
project. The building has been designed
around the needs of both organisations, and
their complementary timetables mean that
the building will be used and occupied year-
round with optimal use of resources.

e Contribute to making Uist
desirable place to live and work

Create employment, sustain and
grow population and revitalise a
remote and fragile island community
with additional benefits to the local
infrastructure in  tourism and
business

Attract students and a younger
population into a  declining
community

Provision of world class facilities to
deliver education at HE and FE levels
and informally across a range of
subjects

Enable both organisations to grow
and meet their own objectives, and
the aims of the national Gaelic plan
in the strongest Gaelic speaking
community

Since last December’s AGM the plans for
Cnoc Soilleir have continued to progress. In
March a full planning application was
submitted, with approval was granted in July.
In October, we submitted the full Building
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Barantas Togail a-steach. Bithear ag obair gu
dluth leis an sgioba dhealbhachaidh gus
déanamh cinnteach gu bheil an t-aite
freagarrach dar feumalachdan is leirsinn.

As t-earrach, thainig e am follais gum biodh
e doirbh a’ mhaoin uile a chruinneachadh
gus an t-ionad a thogail aig aon am. Mar sin,
chuir sinn romhainn an t-ionad a thogail ann
an da leth, mean air mhean. Tha seo a’ fagail
gu bheil cothrom nas fhéarr air a° mhaoin a
lorg airson a’ chiad cheuma, agus a’ leigeil
leinn faighinn a-steach chun na laraich cho
luath ’s as urrainnear — uaireigin as t-
samhradh 2020.

Cluinnidh sinn trath sa bhliadhna ur an
d’fhuair sinn a’ mhaoin dheireannach abha a
dhith orm mu choinneamh togail a’ chiad
leth de Chnoc Soilleir. Leanaidh proiseas
tagraidh agus toisichidh an obair-togail as t-
earrach an ath bhliadhna.

Cho luath ’s a tha daingneachadh againn air
maoin a’ chiad leth, toisichidh sinn gun dail
air maoin an darna leth a chruinneachadh.
Tha Ceolas agus LCC mar-tha a” smaointinn
mu dhealbhachadh curraicealam agus stuth
cursa dhan ionad ur, cho math ris na
cothroman mora a bhios an cois nan
goireasan ura gu fas.

Tron phroiseas seo, tha an luchd-uidhe
fhathast a’ cur taic fhialaidh rinn: Riaghaltas
na h-Alba, Bord na Gaidhlig, HIE, Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar agus Alba Chruthachail.

Leasachadh an Diaspora Diaspora Development

Seachdain na Gaidhlig Edinburgh Gaelic Week

San t-Samhain 2017, chuir Ceolas latha de
bhuthan-obrach, cleas na sgoil samhraidh,
air doigh sna Tallachan Meadhain, Dun
Eideann, a thaladh 40 duine. B’ e luchd-
teagaisg an latha: Ailean Domhnallach,
Robbie Greig, Sineag Nic an t-Saoir, Fin
Moore agus Ceitidh Sheathach. Bha an
tachartasan soirbheachail na dheagh dhoigh

Warrant application. We have been working
closely with the design team throughout to
ensure that the detailed plans continue to
meet our needs and vision.

During the spring it became increasingly
clear that we were going to struggle to get
the full funding package to build the whole
building in a single go, and a phased
approach for the construction was
developed. This allows us to meet an
achievable funding package for the first
phase, and enables us to get on site as soon
as possible, and be open with the first part of
the building for summer 2020.

We are currently in the final stages of
funding approval to meet this phased
programme and expect to have confirmation
early in the new year, followed by tendering
the project, and a start on site in late spring
next year.

As soon as we have confirmation that all the
funding for the first phase of construction is
in place we will begin in earnest with
fundraising for the second phase. Both
Ceolas and LCC are already beginning to
think about curriculum and course content
of the new building and how the new
facilities will enable them to grow and take
the best advantage of this opportunity.

Throughout this we continue to be
supported by our Stakeholders: Scottish
Government, Bord na Gaidhlig, HIE, CnES,
Creative Scotland.

In November 2017 Ceolas Uibhist organised
a day of pop-up workshops Central Hall in
Edinburgh attracting 40 people. Tutors for
the day were, Allan MacDonald, Robbie
Greig, Sineag Maclntyre, Fin Moore and Katie
Shaw. The event proved to be a great success
and was an effective marketing tool for the
Summer School. The date was chosen to
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air an sgoil shamhraidh a shanasachd do
dhaoine Ura. Theid an tachartas a chumail a-
rithist ann an 2018 ri linn Seachdain na
Gaidhlig.

Celtic Connections 2018

San Fhaoilleach, bha dannsa aig Ceolas ann

an Talla Baile Phartaig, Glaschu, le Beinn Li —

a thainig gu ire to iomairtean ceol oigridh
Uibhist — ri linn Celtic Connections. Chuir
Gillebride agus Mairi Nic ‘llleMhaoil ris an
oidhche le orain bhreagha no dha, air an
gabhail eadar dannsaichean. Bha na thainig
ann de gach aois agus cinneadh, a’ sealltainn
cho tarraingeach ’s a tha an cultar dannsa
againn dhan mhor-shluagh.

coincide with the Edinburgh Seachdain na
Gaidhlig and is to be repeated in 2018.

In January, Ceolas hosted a sell-out dance in
Partick Town Hall, Glasgow with music
provided by the popular Beinn Lee band,
who emerge through Uist’s youth music
provision. The attendees enjoyed our own
singers Gillebride and Mairi MacMillan and
who interspersed the dancing with a few
songs. The audience were very mixed in age
and nationality demonstrating the attraction
of our dance culture to a wide section of
society.

Ceanglaichean Eadar-naiseanta International Connections

Chaidh  buidheann bho Cheodlas a
fhrithealadh Scoil Shamhraidh Willie Clancy
ann an Srdid na Cathrach, taobh siar na h-
Eireann. Bhathas a’ coimhead air modalan
eile obrachaidh a dh’fhaodadh a thoirt a
dh’Uibhist. Chuir na h-aireamhan mora (mu
1500 oileanach) iognadh air lain
Domhnallach, Liam Crouse, Domhnall lain
Domhnallach agus Mairi NicAonghais. Tha
ant-ionnsachadh a’ ruith bho 9m gu 1f, leis a’
chorr den latha ga lionadh le buthan-obrach
dannsa no Gaeilge, oOraidean, cuirmean,
taisbeanaidhean agus tachartasan chloinne.
'S e cuirm oidhche Shathairne priomh
thachartas na sgoile. Bha gu ledr ann do
mhuinntir Cheolais son smaointinn  mu
dheidhinn. Bha craic iongantach aig an fheill,
agus bhaionnsachadh ga thoirt a-mach as na
clasaichean-teagaisg agus a-steach gu
seiseanan-ciuil sna taighean-seinnse gach
feasgar. Dh’fhairich riochdairean Cheolais gu
bheil deagh shuathadh aig an sgoil
shamhraidh Uibhist — a tha nas lugha —ris an
sgoil Eireannach.

Tha e doirbh coimeas a dheanamh eadar an
da sgoil, leis cho mor sa tha an té Eireannach,
ach tha na h-aon amasan agus luachan aig a

A Ceolas delegation attended the Willie
Clancy Summer School in Miltown Malby in
the west of Ireland. The object of the visit
was to be inspired by their work but also
learn what could be transferable to Uist. lain
MacDonald, Artistic Director, Liam Crouse
Media and Communications Officer, Donald
John MacDonald Director of Cedlas and Mairi
Maclnnes, Chairperson of Ceolas, were
impressed by the numbers of people in
attendance (1500 students) in the small
town. A programme of tuition runs 9am until
1pm with the remainder of the day filled with
a variety of workshops from dances to Gaelic
/ Gaeilge conversation classes, talks, recitals,
concerts, exhibitions, lectures, tribute
concerts and children’s activities culminating
in the big memorial concert on the Saturday
night. It gave the delegation food for
thought. The festival had an amazing buzz
and learning was brought out of the
classroom in the afternoons and into the
music sessions in every pub. It was felt by
those present that our Ceodlas summer
school favoured well in comparison to this
massive festival.
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dha, mar ghleidheadh an dualchais. Tha
Willie Clancy ag amas cuideachd air clann,
ach tha rud ann do gach aois agus
cedladairean Eireannach a’ smaointinn gur e
seorsa de Mhecca a th’ ann do cheol
Gaidhealach na h-Eireann. Dh’fhaodadh
Ceolas a bhith smaointinn air uiread uine a
tha oileanaich ann an clasaichean a
lughdachadh gus barrachd fois a thoirt
dhaibh tron latha — rud a tha air eirigh sa
mheasadh deireadh sgoile againn.

British Irish Council, Belfast & Stornoway

Bha riochdairean bho Cheolas ann aig
Comhairle Bhreatainn is na h-Eireann ann am
Beul Feirste sa Ghearran 2018. Bidh a’
bhuidheann seo ag obair gus ceanglaichean
eadar an da dhuthaich Cheilteach seo a
neartachadh. Chaidh cairdeasan sean is ur
urachadh. Chaidh coinneamh sruth Gaidhlig
na Comhairle a chumail ann an
Steornabhagh agus fhuair Ceolas cothrom
math air an obair againn a thaisbeanadh
dhaibh.

It is difficult to compare the festival to Ceolas
as it is so much bigger but has the same core
values as regards the maintaining of the
tradition, but on a much grander scale. There
is much more emphasis on teaching children
which is one of the main differences
between Willie Clancy & Ceolas but all in all,
many lrish musicians describe it as a kind of
‘Mecca’ for Irish Traditional Music. It might
be a consideration for Ceolas to decrease the
time spent in classrooms to allow for more
breathing room through the day —something
which has been brought up in summer
school evaluation forms.

Delegates from Ceolas attended the bi-
annual British Irish Council conference in
February 2018 held in Belfast. This
organisation is important for its work in
strengthening connections between Celtic
cultures. Old and new relationships were
kindled. The Gaelic element of the
workstream of the British Irish Council was
presented in Stornoway to the culture
committee and Ceolas was fortunate to have
the opportunity to demonstrate the breadth
of our offering.

Cruinneachadh Og Mhion-chanan Youth Summit (HIGA), Bilbao

Bha Liam Crouse ann an Duthaich nam
Basgach a’ frithealadh HIGA 2018, an darna
cruinneachadh cruinneil de luchd-labhairt
oga mhion-chanain. Cuideachd a’
riochdachadh na Gaidhlig, bha E0s Sanders,
as leth Oilthigh Ghlaschu. Bha iad am measg
70 luchd-labhairt eile a bhruidhneadh 30
mion-chanain eile, a’ gabhail a-steach
Basgais, Sami, Silesian, K'iche agus eile a coig
mor-roinnean. B’ e amas a’ chruinneachaidh
oigridh, a chaidh a chur air doigh le
Combhairle Baile Vitoria-Gasteiz agus Oilthigh
Duthaich nam Basgach, luchd-labhairt oga
bho air feadh an t-saoghail a bhrosnachadh
agus a chomhairleachadh mu ath-
bheothachadh canain. Bha na daimhean
eadar suidheachaidhean cananach nan
diofar mhion-shluagh gan sonrachadh, gu h-

Liam Crouse represented Ceodlas at HIGA
2018, the second global summit of young
speakers of minoritised language, taking
place in the Basque Country. Also
representing the Scottish Gaelic language
was Joe Sanders, from the University of
Glasgow. They joined over 70 other
participants from over 30 minoritised
languages. The youth summit, organized by
the Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council and the
University of the Basque Country, sought to
inspire and advise new and native speakers
of minoritised languages from around the
world. The situational similarities between
many languages were highlighted, and
although language groups may differ in their
prioritized areas of development, the
structural evolution in terms of policy and
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araidh a thaobh leasachadh poileasaidh agus
reachdais. B’ e a bhith a’ bruidhinn mu na
bha an luchd-labhairt og air fiosrachadh air
leth cumhachdail, agus bha Gaidhlig na h-
Alba ann an deagh shuidheachadh an tacaris
na cananan eile air taobh a-muigh na Roinn
Eorpa a tha a’ fulang lamhachas-laidir
fhathast air an latha an-diugh. San
fharsaingeachd, dhearbh an cruinneachadh
gu bheil ginealach 0g dealasach ag iomairt an
aghaidh dluth-chruinneas agus crionadh
chanan tusanach.

Proiseactan Gaidhlig Gaelic Projects
Cursaichean Bogaidh Gaelic Courses

Tha Ceolas a’ leantail air a bhith ag
obrachadh ann an compairteachas ri Qilthigh
Shrath Chluaidh a’ libhreagadh treanadh do
thidsearan Gaidhlig. Tha an cursa againn
steidhichte air @’  choimhearsnachd
Ghaidhlig, a’ toirt cothrom a bhith dol an Iuib
beatha agus eaconamaidh dhuthchail an
eilein. Tha a’ choimhearsnachd na cridhe dha
seo. Thachair a’ chiad chursa sa Ghiblean
2018 ann an Taigh-tasgaidh Chill Donnain.
Bha an darna cursa ri linn na sgoil samhraidh
agus chaidh treas cursa, air an robh 5r nach
robh nan tidsearan, a chumail ri linn na
symposium. Tha na cursaichean seo
tarraingeach do na sgoiltean leis gu bheil iad
gan ruith air taobh a-muigh na teirm. Bha na
beachdan a chaidh a chruinneachadh gle
mhath, agus na h-oileanaich ag radh gur e
cothrom fior-mhath air ionnsachadh canain
ann an arainneachd bheairteach
chuideachail a bh’” ann. Bidh Ceolas ag obair
air seo a leasachadh.

legislation is generally shared. The sharing of
experiences was particularly powerful, with
Scottish Gaelic comparing remarkably well to
other language situations, such as those non-
European languages that still suffer racism
and violence against their speaker
populations. Overall, the summit
demonstrated that there is a younger
generation who is dedicated to their
respective minoritised languages that is
challenging the broad homogenising
tendencies of globalisation.

Ceolas has continued to work in
collaboration with Strathclyde University to
support the training of Gaelic teachers. We
have developed a course that is based
around a Gaelic speaking community,
showing real life in a rural area and how the
rural economy works, with the support of the
community being critical in making this work.
The first GIfT took place at the end of April
2018, based in Kildonan Museum with
outreach into the community. The second
course specifically for teachers ran during
the Ceolas summer school and a third
immersion course ran during the symposium
in late July, which attracted 5 people who
were not teachers. These courses are
popular with schools as they are run outwith
term time. Feedback has been very positive
with the attendees commenting that they
experienced a rich and rewarding learning
experience. This is an area of work that
Ceolas plans on developing further.
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Taigh na Gaidhlig Month-long Gaelic Immersion

Chaidh iarraidh air Ceolas le Bord na Gaidhlig
cursa bogadh fad-mios do thidsearan a chur
air doigh gus cur ris na sgilean canain aca a
rachadh a chumail as t-samhradh. Chaidh
luchd-teagaisg Uibhisteach a chur gu feum le
ionnsachadh seachd latha san t-seachdain
thar ceithir seachdainean. Bha iomadh turas
agus fiorsachadh an cois a’ chursa, agus
fhuair na h-oileanaich fior dheagh bhlasad de
bheatha Ghaidhlig an eilein ann an
caochladh roinn.

B’ e Bord na Gaidhlig a thruis ceathrar
thidsearan a Alba agus thainig té eile a Ceap
Breatainn air a’ chursa (le maoin bhon
riaghaltas aice fhein). Bha an cursa
eifeachdach ann a bhith a’ toirt nan tidsearan
air adhart nan ionnsachadh agus tha dochas
gun cum e dol san am ri teachd.

Ceolas was approached by the Education
Department of BnG to organise an intensive
immersion course for teachers to enrich
their language skills. It was proposed that
before colleges and universities began and
early in the school year would be the most

appropriate time. Local teachers were
recruited to facilitate the learning with 7-day
engagement over 4 weeks. A wide range of
visits and experiences was provided with
current education initiatives being integral to
the content.

Recruitment to the course was undertaken
through BnG and four teachers from
Scotland attended and one from Cape
Breton who had heard about it through
Ceolas, (she was funded through her own
government). The initiative was hailed a
great success and hopefully will be repeated.

Clasaichean Gaidhlig Coimhearsnachd Gaelic Community Classes

Chaidh clasaichean Gaidhlig a ruith aig grunn
irean eadar Griomasaigh agus Dalabrog as t-
fhoghar agus tron gheamhradh 2017/18. Bha
deagh chunntas dhaoine an lathair agus
leanaidh an obair seo ann an 2018/19. Tha
oileanaich a’ paigheadh nan clasaichean iad
fhein.

Gaelic language classes for various levels
were run from Grimsay to Daliburgh over the
autumn and winter of 2017/18. These were
very well attended. This work will continue in
2018/19 and classes are already underway.
The classes are self-financing.
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Proiseact Ciuil agus Dannsa Music and Dance Project

Dannsa Dance Project

Chaidh am proiseact seo a mhaoineachadh
leis an Urras MhicDhonnchaidh agus NHS
Eileanan Siar mar obair phairt-tine. Thainig i
gu crich sa Ghiblean 2018 ach fhuaireadh
maoin ur san Ogmhios 2018.

Bogsa & Bogha Buttons & Bows Project

Tha ionnsachadh a’ bhogsa-phutain agu na
fidhle a’ dol fhathast, bho 2015, agus luchd-
teasgaisg a’ déanamh 7 uairean san t-
seachdain. Tha a’ mhaoin air ruith a-mach
agus a dh’aindeoin iomairt, thig an iomairt
seo gu crich san Dubhlachd, 2018.

This project was previously supported by
Robertson Trust and NHS in the Western
Isles on a half time basis and ended in April
2018. New funding was acquired in June
2018.

The teaching of Accordion and Fiddle
continued this year with both tutors having 7
hours teaching time to progress what was
started in 2015. Funding has been sought
from a variety of sources without success
and the current funding will be finished in
December 2018.

A’ Cur Air Adhart Thachartasan Events Promotion

Bidh Ceolas a’ cur air adhart thachartasan
ealain agus chiuil. Tha na leanas na chaidh a
chur air adhart thar na bliadhna a dh’fhalbh.

Ceolas has recently developed a role as an
arts promoter. The table below lists the
events which we have promoted within the
last 12 months.

Deeds Not Words | Theatre Talla Staoinebrig = 02/2018 40
Scottish Opera Opera Dalabrog, Tallaan 05/2018 50
lochdair, Baile a’
Mhanaich, Paibeil
Budapest Café = Music Sgoil Lionacleit 06/2018 125
Orchestra
Ciaradh na h- Music/céilidh  Talla Naoimh 09/2018 120
Oidhche Pheadair
Phil  Cunningham = Music Talla an lochdair 09/2018 170
& Aly Bain
Hebridean Film Talla Staoinebrig | 09/2018 2

International Film
Festival
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Meadhanan Soisealta Social Media

Tha Ceolas be0 air na meadhanan soisealta:  Ceolas is active on social media:

Facebook (Ceolas): 1,929 Facebook (Ceolas): 1,929
Twitter (@CeolasUist): 1,406 Twitter (@CeolasUist): 1,406
Instagram (@Cedlasuist): 753 Instagram (@Ceolasuist): 753

Am Bord-stitiridh agus An Luchd-obrach Board of Directors and Staff

Mairi NicAonghais, Cathraiche

Pauline NicDhomhnaill

Iseabail (Nic a’ Chleirich) NicDhomhnaill
Catriona Nic an t-Saoir

Maighread Walker

Domhnall lain Domhnallach

Iseabail (NicChoinnich) Dhomhnallach
Roisin King

Lauren Mhoireastan

Mary Schmoller, Manaidsear Leasachaidh agus na h-Oifig
lain Domhnallach, Stitiriche Ealain

Peigi Ann Nic 'llleMhaoil, Oifigear Rianachd

Liam Alastair Crouse, Oifigear Conaltraidh Gaidhlig
Catherine Yeatman, Manaidsear Proiseict (Cnoc Soilleir)

Comataidh Committee

Aonghas Domhnallach
Floraidh Chaimbeul
Domhnall Ruairidh Caimbeul
Mairi Anna Chaimbeul
Ceitidh Chaimbeul

Criosaidh Nic a’ Phi

Mairi Steele

Sandaidh Jones

Ann Marie Nic an t-Saoir Collier
Seona NicAoidh

Peigi Chaimbeul

Florence Mhoireasdan
Seumas Caimbeul

Niall Mac an t-Saoir

Peinidh Nic an t-Saoir
Seonag NicRuairidh
Eoghann Wilson
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Appendix 1

As an Tobar 2017
Full attendance 114
Ceilidh 54
Feis Chullaig
Full attendance 792
Dannsa Trail West 250
Ceilidh san Loidse 52
Ceilidh Chullaig 130
Moladh Uibhist
] Full attendance | 54

Sgoil Shamhraidh Summer School

Full attendance 2269
Locals 861
Visitors 1408
Paying students 142
An Ceilidh Mor 330
Symposium
| Full attendance | 781

Toradh Harvest Festival

\ Full attendance

| 50
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