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Ro-radh 
 
Thairis air mòran bhliadhnaichean, tha Cèolas Uibhist Ltd air fàs ann an coimhearsnachd Uibhist gu 
bhith na bhuidheann air a bheil meas mòr. Tha an Sgoil Shàmhraidh Ghàidhlig, agus na tachartasan 
eile aig Ceòlas, air bliadhna Uibhist a lìonadh airson còrr is fichead bliadhna. Tha a' 
choimhearsnachd, agus na daoine a bhuineas dhi, air fàilte mhòr a chur air luchd-tadhail agus tha 
iad a’ sealltainn a' bheartais a th’aig ar cànan agus aig ar cultar nar n-eilean. Tha cultar na Gàidhlig 
gu math làidir ann an Uibhist agus gu ruige 2020 bha e riamh cudromach gun tigeadh daoine a 
dh'Uibhist airson eòlas a chur air a' chultar seo. Tha an dannsa, na h-òrain, agus an ceòl air fad an 
urra ris a' chànan, agus bidh luchd-ciùil a tha ealanta aig an ìre as àirde a' cuideachadh le 
cuimhneachan prìseil fhàgail le ar luchd-amhairc nuair a dh'fhalbhas iad à Uibhist. Tha seo a’ toirt 
orra tilleadh gach bliadhna. Ach, tha am pandemic air gnothaichean atharrachadh dhan t-saoghal 
agus cuideachd do Cheòlas, agus tha a' bhliadhna mu dheireadh air a bhith doirbh. 

B’ fheudar do Cheòlas, mar a b’ fheudar do gu leòr eile, gnothaichean atharrachadh agus tighinn air 
loidhne le tachartasan na bliadhna sa chaidh. Thàinig 94 duine ri chèile air loidhne bho air feadh an 
t-saoghail airson Sgoil Shamhraidh 2020, leth dheth na bhiodh dùil ann an Dalabrog gu h-
àbhaisteach. Chòrd an t-seachdain gu mòr ris na daoine a ghabh pàirt. Bha gu leòr ann nach robh air 
a bhith aig Ceòlas roimhe sin, agus bha cuid eile còmhla rinn air an robh sinn eòlach, agus a tha 
measail air cultar na Gàidhlig. Tha sinn gu math mothachail air na h-àireamhan mòra a tha a' tighinn 
gu Ceòlas airson cànan nan Gàidheal ionnsachadh, agus tha sinn air ar dìcheall a dhèanamh 
clasaichean a chur air bonn dhan luchd-ionnsachaidh seo aig gach ìre. A nise, tha 70 neach-
ionnsachadh againn thairis air 6 clasaichean air-loidhne bhon t-Sultain dhan Chèitean. Anns na 
clasaichean a tha seo bidh sinn a’ bruidhinn air dual-chainnt, traidisean, seanchas, beatha ann an 
Uibhist, cànan is gràmar, am-measg rudan eile, agus tha iad air a bhith gu math soirbheachail.  

Tha togalach ùr Cnoc Soilleir air togail mhòr a thoirt do mhuinntir Uibhist thairis air a' bhliadhna a 
chaidh seachad, agus tha an sgioba a' deiseileachadh airson gluasad dhan dachaigh ùr as t-Earrach. 
Thug e ùine mhòr tighinn chun an ìre seo dhen pròiseact agus tha sinn a’ tighinn faisg air an dàrna 
pàirt a chur air bonn. Tha sinn a’ coimhead air adhart ri bhith ag obair le LCC & UHI ann an Cnoc 
Soilleir airson an obair làitheil againn agus iomairtean ùra a thoirt dhan choimhearsnachd. 

Mo thaing do bhòrd-stiùiridh Ceòlas Uibhist Ltd, dhan luchd-obrach, dhan choimhearsnachd ann an 
Uibhist agus cuideachd dhaibhsan a tha a' gabhail pàirt agus a’ tighinn thugainn air-loidhne. A 
dh'aindeoin na dùbhlain, tha sinn gu math dòchasach mu na tha ri thighinn, an dà chuid ann an 
Uibhist le tachartasan beò ann an 2022, agus cuideachd na cothroman a thig le bhith a' leudachadh 
an obair air-loidhne aig Ceòlas.   

Mu dheireadh, bu mhath leam taing mhòr a thoirt dhaibhsan air fad a bhios a' toirt dhuinn taic-
airgid. Às aonais ur cuideachadh agus ur taic anns na h-àmannan neònach a tha seo, cha tigeadh aig 
Ceòlas air sian sam bith a dhèanamh dh’ar coimhearsnachd anns na h-eileanan, agus dhaibhsan a 
tha na b’ fhaide air falbh bhuainn. Mòran taing dhuibh air fad. 

 
 
 
  



Introduction 
 
Over many years Ceòlas Uibhist Ltd has grown and developed to become a loved and respected 
organisation. The Gaelic Music Summer School supplemented by a busy calendar of events and 
activities in Uist have for several years been a key part of Uist life. The willing local community, 
supported by its diaspora, has always extended a warm welcome and ensured high quality 
experiences for those who travelled from different parts of the world to enjoy the richness of Gaelic 
language and culture in our Island. The unique selling point until 2020 has been the importance of 
being in Uist to experience the intangible aspects of Gaelic culture.  Dance, song and instrumental 
music are all underpinned by the language itself and these strands being drawn out by world class 
performers give audiences experiences they will not forget and this has resulted in a large number 
of returners year on year.  However, like everything else, the pandemic has changed Ceòlas and the 
past year has simply been difficult. 
 
Ceòlas took a pragmatic approach to the circumstances and adapted the planned events to an 
online format which was greatly appreciated by many from across the world.  The summer school 
of 2021 was attended online by 96 people – about half the number who would have been attending 
in Daliburgh in real time.  Feedback was very positive. Many of the participants would not ordinarily 
be attending in person and others signed up out of loyalty and their love of Gaelic culture.  It has 
been well noted that the interest in learning Gaelic has soared over recent times and Ceòlas has 
progressed to delivering highly successful Gaelic language learning at 6 different levels to an 
average of 70 people from September to May. The learning programmes contain many aspects of 
Uist life, traditions, dialect etc and are delivered very successfully. 
 
The building of Cnoc Soilleir Phase 1 has lifted the spirits of everyone in Uist over the past year and 
the Ceòlas team is well prepared for entry into its new home in the spring. The project has taken a 
long time to come to fruition and fundraising for Phase 2 is well underway. We look forward to 
joining with our partners LCC/UHI in the high quality facility and delivering many of our traditional 
courses alongside new initiatives to the community. 
 
My thanks to my fellow board members of Ceòlas Uibhist Ltd, the dedicated staff team and the 
supportive community both locally and online.  The future looks hopeful as Ceòlas progresses to 
preparation for hosting events in Uist in 2022 and capitalising further on its online presence. 
 
Finally, thanks to our funders and all who make donations, without your ongoing commitment and 
understanding at this unprecedented time, Ceòlas would not be able to deliver cultural value to the 
participants and community. 
 
  



Tachartasan 
 
B’ e bliadhna shònraichte a bh’ ann an 2020-21 do Cheòlas. Ged as iomadh dùbhlan agus duilgheadas 
a thàinig an cois mòr-sgaoileadh a’ Choròna-bhìorais, chaidh aig a’ bhuidheann air cothroman ùra a 
chruthachadh agus bha làn-phrògam air a lìbhrigeadh tron bhliadhna. Cha b’ fhada gus an do 
dh’ionnsaich am buidheann mar a b’ fheàrr conaltradh a chumail ris a’ phrìomh luchd-compàirt aca 
tro na meadhanan didseatach air-loidhne agus fhuaireadh iomadh taic na chois.   
 
FOGHLAM GÀIDHLIG 
Dhaingnich solar nan clasaichean Gàidhlig air-loidhne an cudrom agus am fàs ann an cànan is cultar 
na Gàidhlig agus bidh prìomhachas leasachadh na Gàidhlig aig cridhe ar n-obrach san ùine romhainn. 
Bha muinntir Cheòlais glan air an dòigh fàilte a chur air Shona Masson dhan dreuchd Oifigear 
Foghlaim Ghàidhlig sa Ghiblean 2021, le taic fhialaidh o Bhòrd na Gàidhlig. 
 
Clasaichean Seachdaineach 
Chaidh clasaichean a lìbhrigeadh air-loidhne aig grunn ìrean eadar an Sultain 2020 agus an t-Ògmhios 
2021. Uile-gu-lèir bha 6 clasaichean gach seachdain agus 55 oileanaich an sàs annta. B’ iad an luchd-
teagaisg thar nan trì teirmichean Catrìona NicIlleDhuibh, Catrìona Nic an t-Saoir, Seonag Nic a’ 
Ghobhainn, John Joe MacNèill, Ailig O’Henley, Màiri NicAonghais, Mgr. Ross Crichton agus Iseabail 
Dhòmhnallach. 
 
Cùrsa Bogaidh sa Ghàidhlig 
Pròiseact Oilthigh Ghlaschu – 26mh dhen Ghiblean chun an 14mh dhen Chèitean 2021 
Anns an Fhaoillich, roghnaicheadh gum b’ fheudar dhan chùrsa bhogaidh a bhith air a lìbhrigeadh air-
loidhne, seach na h-oileanaich a’ tighinn a dh’Uibhist mar a dh’iarramaid. Chùm Ceòlas ris a’ bheachd 
a bh’ ann gus Uibhist – eadar Èirisgeidh agus Beàrnaraigh – a shealltainn do na h-oilenaich, agus 
rinneadh plana gus beairteas an dùthchais bheò ann an Uibhist a thaisbeanadh. 
 
Tursachd  Àrainneachd Eaconamaidh  Dùthchas Dualchas Seirbheisean 

Biadh Dùthaich Còmhdhail  Creideamh Proifeiseanta  

  
Sgeamaichean 
Glèidhteachais       Poblach 

  Spòrs Oighreachd      Àrc-eòlas Pearsanta 
 
Dh’fhastadh buidheann de dhaoine airson sreath de fhilmichean goirid a chlàradh, a dheasachadh 
agus a riochdachadh, a’ cleachdadh uidheamachd ùr a chaidh a cheannachd le Maoin Comasachaidh 
Dhidseataich HIE. B’ iad an sgioba riochdachaidh: 
Alana NicAonghais, Pòl Burgess, Pòl Steele, Seonaidh Mac an t-Saoir, Iòsaph MacNèill, Angela 
Chaimbeul, Catrìona NicIlleDhuibh agus Andy MacFhionghain à Taigh Chearsabhagh. Chaidh agallamh 
a chumail ri faisg air 70 duine an cois 52 filmichean. Tha Ceòlas an comain nan àiteachan a thug cead 
dhaibh an cleachdadh: Taigh Bhaghasdail, Taigh Andy Laverty ann an Èirisgeidh, Taigh Mòr Bhaile nan 
Cailleach agus stiùideo Taigh Chearsabhagh. 
 
’S e Catrìona NicIlleDhuibh, Màiri NicAonghais agus Iseabail Dhòmhnallach a bha an ceann nan 
clasaichean agus abair gun d’fhuair iad deagh mholadh o na h-oileanaich agus òraidichean an 
oilthighe. ’S e seo a’ chiad bhliadhna ann an cùmhnant trì-bliadhnach le Oilthigh Ghlaschu agus tha 
sinn an dòchas gun tig aig na h-oileanaich tighinn a dh’Uibhist ann an 2022. Leis gun robh an ùine cho 
gann sa Mhàrt agus sa Ghiblean, tha daoine, àiteachan agus cuspairean rin clàradh fhathast. Chaidh 
tagradh a chur a-steach airson an obair seo a chumail a’ dol, oir bidh i na tasglann chudromach airson 
na 21mh linn.  



ACTIVITIES 
 
2020-21 was a remarkable year for Ceòlas.  The global pandemic and the Covid19 Lockdown brought 
significant challenges for the company which was able to turn adversity into new opportunities, 
provide new and imaginative solutions for the situation and, despite the restrictions, Ceòlas 
presented a full programme of work throughout the year.  The company learned quickly how to 
communicate with its core audiences and participants online and managed to generate support 
through having a digital presence. 
 
GAELIC EDUCATION 
The provision of Gaelic classes online during lockdown demonstrated the importance and growth in 
Gaelic language and culture.  For Ceòlas it continues to be a major part of future developments for 
the business.  Ceòlas was delighted to appoint Shona Masson to the role of Gaelic Education Officer 
in April 2021 with funds made available by Bòrd na Gàidhlig. 
 
Weekly Classes 
Gaelic classes were delivered online at several different levels between September 2020 and June 
2021.  There was a total of 6 classes presented each week and 55 students participated regularly.  
Over the three terms the tutors included, Catriona Black, Catriona MacIntyre, Seonag Smith, John Joe 
MacNeil, Alex O’Henley, Mary MacInnes, Rev. Ross Crichton and Iseabail MacDonald. 
 
Gaelic Immersion Course 
Glasgow University Project - 26th April to 14th May 2021 
A decision was taken in late January that this course would need to be delivered online instead of the 
students coming to Uist.  Ceòlas decided to remain with its original idea of showcasing Uist from 
Eriskay to Berneray to the students and a plan was drawn up to demonstrate the diversity of cultural 
life available in Uist. 
 
Tourism  Environment Economy  Culture Heritage Services 

Food Land Transport  Religion Professional  
  Designations       Public 

  
Estate 
Sporting      Archaeology Personal 

      
 
A team of people were recruited to film, edit and produce a series of short videos, utilising new state-
of-the-art equipment bought with a Digital Enablement Grant from HIE.  The production team were: 
Alana MacInnes, Paul Burgess, Paul Steele, Seonaidh MacIntyre, Joe MacNeil, Angela Campbell, and 
also Catriona Black and Andy MacKinnon working from Taigh Chearsabhagh.  Almost 70 local people 
were interviewed in the creation of 52 films and Ceòlas was appreciative of access to Boisdale House, 
Andy Laverty’s house in Eriskay, Nunton Hostel and the studio in Taigh Chearsabhagh. 
 
Catriona Black, Màiri MacInnes and Iseabail MacDonald taught the course for Ceòlas, and the 
feedback from the students and the lecturers was highly complimentary. This was the first of a three-
year contract with Glasgow University and we are hopeful that it will be in person in 2022.  Time 
pressure during March and April has meant that there remains a list of people, places and subjects 
still to be captured on film.  An application has been made to extend this work, which will become a 
definitive archive for the early 21st Century. 
  



Càirdeas Coimhearsnachd 
Thòisich am pròiseact seo sa Chèitean a-rithist agus chaidh grunn chuairtean pàrant-is-pàiste a 
dhèanamh an co-bhonn ri Cothrom agus Paths For All. Choinnich sinn aig diofar àiteachan gach 
seachdain agus bha deagh chofaidh is waffles o Sky Dancer ann an Loch Baghasdail agus greim-bìdhe 
anns A’ Pholitician. Bha am prògram seo air a dheagh fhrithealadh agus tha sinn an dòchas an 
tuilleadh thachartasan a chumail tron gheamhradh. 
 
Bogsa is Fìdheall 
Tha am prògram Bogsa is Fìdheall air a bhith a’ ruith air-loidhne fad nan 18 mìos mu dheireadh. ’S e 
Ailean MacEanruig a tha a’ teagaisg na fìdhleadh agus piàno do 10 sgoilear agus tha Dougie 
Dòmhnallach à Obar Dheathain a’ teagaisg Bogsa a’ Phutain do 9 sgoilearan. Bu thoil leinn taing mhòr 
a thoirt dhan dithist sin airson na h-obrach cruaidh aca. 
 
Tha na clasaichean seo air am maoineachadh le Maoin Coimhearsnachd Ionadail a’ Cho-op agus Urras 
Leasachadh nan Eilean Siar. 
 
 
 
FÈIS CHULLAIG 
 
Chaidh an Fhèis Gheamhraidh againn a lìbhrigeadh mar chonsairtean 
air-loidhne, a’ taisbeanadh obair na h-òigridh sa mhòr-chuid. Chaidh 
dà chuirm 30-mionaid agus cuirm dheireannach 45-mionaid a 
dhèanamh agus gabhaidh an coimhead air duilleag Facebook Cheòlais: 
www.facebook.com/ceolasuibhist/videos/280149733621296 
 
Latha Tachartas Ruigsinneachd 
29 Dùbhlachd Cuirm nan Seinneadairean 19,000 seallaidhean 
   10,600 compàirteachan 
30 Dùbhlachd Cuirm nam Pìobairean 22,490 seallaidhean 
   11,500 compàirteachan 
31 Dùbhlachd Oidhche Chullaig 21,500 seallaidhean 
 15,800 compàirteachan 
 
Tha sinn am beachd gun robh seo air leth soirbheachail agus togaidh sinn air an obair seo a’ dol air 
aghaidh.  Bhathas a’ gabhail thabhartasan agus rinneadh £380. Bidh trusadh airgid na phrìomhachas 
airson soirbheachadh seasmhach. 
 
 
 

BEANNACHADH NAN SGOTH 
 
B’ ann DiDòmhnaich, 29mh dhen Iuchar, a chùmadh 
Beannachadh nan Sgoth ann an Cala Loch Baghasdail agus 
Mgr Ross Crichton an ceann na seirbheis, aig an robh 30 
duine an làthair. Chaidh laoidhean a ghabhail, ceòl a chluich 
agus beannachadh iarraidh air na sgothan. ’S e seo a’ 
cheathramh bliadhna a chùmadh beannachadh, o 
dh’fhosgail an cala ùr an Gàsaigh ann an 2016.  



Cairdeas Coimhearsnachd 
This project was started again in May and we ran several buggy walks in partnership with Cothrom 
and Paths for All. We met at different locations each week and we also enjoyed coffee and waffles 
from Sky Dancer café in Lochboisdale and a lovely lunch was had at Am Politician.  This was very well 
attended, and we hope to continue with more events over the winter months. 
 
Buttons and Bows 
Buttons and Bows have been running virtually for the last 18 months.  We have Allan Henderson 
teaching Fiddle and Keyboard to 10 pupils and Dougie MacDonald from Aberdeen teaching Button 
Box to 9 pupils.  We would like to thank Dougie and Allan for all their hard work and commitment. 
These classes have been funded by the Coop local community fund and Western Isles Development 
Trust. 
 
 
 
FÈIS CHULLAIG 
 
Our Winter Festival was presented as online concerts with Ceòlas 
celebrating the work of our young people predominantly.  Two shorter 
programmes of 30 minutes and a final programme of 45 Minutes were 
produced and can be viewed on the Ceòlas Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/ceolasuibhist/videos/280149733621296 
 
Day Event Reach Engagement 
 
29th December Singers Concert 19,000 10,600 

30th December Pipers Concert 22,490 11,500  
31st December Oichdhe Chullaig 21,500 15,800  
 
We consider this an outstanding success and will build on this work in 
the future.  Donations were sought and income of £380 was generated. 
The monetising of future work will be critical for ongoing success. 
 
 
 

 
BLESSING OF THE BOATS 
 
On Sunday 29th July the annual blessing of the Boats took 
place in Lochboisdale Harbour.  Fr Ross Crichton led the 
blessing, which 30 people attended.  Hymns were sung and 
music played and boats blessed; this was the fourth year 
the event has been held since the new harbour was opened 
in 2016. 

 
 
 
  



ÀS AN TOBAR - SEACHDAIN NAN LEABHRAICHEAN NA H-ALBA 
16mh - 21mh dhen t-Sultain 2020 
 

Ro Sheachdain nan Leabhraichean, chaidh sanasan a chur air na meadhanan sòisealta far an robh 
Màiri agus Eilidh NicAonghais a’ leughadh pìosan bàrdachd le Curstaidh an Dùin, a bha càirdeach 
riutha. Bha fèill orra sin agus sheall 5946 daoine air an dà fhilm. 
 

Tron fhèis fhèin, chomharraich Ceòlas ‘An Tilleadh’, cruinneachadh dhen 
sgrìobhadh a b’ fheàrr le seann sgoilearan Sgoil Lionacleit thar fichead 
bliadhna. Chaidh sgeulachdan às an leabhar a leughadh leis na h-ùghdair 
fhèin, agus còmhradh le Kathleen NicAonghais às an dèidh, a’ beachdachadh 
air mar a lean an ùidh aca ann an cànan agus litreachas riutha mar inbhich. 
Leanaidh am pròiseact seo air anns na bliadhnaichean ri thighinn gus an tèid 
gach sgeulachd a thaisbeanadh. 
 

 

Latha Ùghdar Ruigsinneachd 
 
DiLuain Linda NicLeòid 2001 sealladh 
DiMàirt Flòraidh Forrest 1355 sealladh 
DiCiadain Marion Garbutt 1655 sealladh 
DiarDaoin Màiri NicRisnidh 1347 sealladh 
DihAoine Lena Walker 1707 sealladh 
 
Ann an compàirteachas ris a’ Chomunn Ghàidhealach agus Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, lìbhrig 
Ceòlas ‘Piobrachadh na Ceòlraidh: Togail-Inntinn gus Bàrdachd agus Ceòl Gàidhlig a Sgrìobhadh’. Bha 
còmhradh ann eadar Sandy NicDhòmhnaill Jones (Frobost), Bàrd a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich, agus 
Gillbrìde MacIllemhaoil (Gearraidh Bhailteas), cho math ri òrain agus bàrdachd a rinn iad fhèin agus 
feadhainn eile. Bha ciad-taisbeanadh dhen dàn ùr coimiseanaichte a rinn Sandy, ‘Tàladh Uibhist – 
Uist’s Call’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bha farpais sgrìobhaidh ann do chlann na bun-sgoile. ’S e Chiara Fisher, An Tobha Mòr, a ghlèidh a’ 
chiad duais, agus chaidh moladh a thoirt do Layla NicEachainn (Dreumasdal), Donna Chaimbeul (An 
t-Ìochdar), Lewis Rafique (Hàcleit) agus Isle Steele (Loch Baghasdail). 
 
FÈIS BIADH IS DEOCH LOCH BAGHASDAIL 
 
Chùm Ceòlas taic ri Fèis Biadh is Deoch Loch 
Baghasdail le bhith a’ brosnachadh luchd-
obrach agus òigridh ceòl a chluich air an latha. 
Chòrd seo ris na h-uimhir. ’S ann air 
DiDòmhnaich 5mh dhen t-Sultain 2021 a 
thachair an fhèis.  



ÀS AN TOBAR - BOOK WEEK SCOTLAND 
16th - 21st November 2020 
 
Prior to the Book Week, social media adverts were created celebrating the poetry of Kirsty Duinn, 
and the poems read by relatives.  These were well received and had engagement levels of 5946 views. 

 
During the Festival, Ceòlas celebrated ‘An Tilleadh’, an anthology of the best 
writing by former pupils of Sgoil Lionacleit spanning a period of twenty years.  
Stories from the book were read by the authors themselves followed by 
interviews with Kathleen MacInnes, exploring how their interest in language 
and literature at school continued with them into adult life.  This project will 
continue in the coming years until all the stories have been shared. 

 
 

 

Day Author Engagement 
 
Monday Linda NicLeòid 2001 views 
Tuesday Flòraidh Forrest 1355 views 
Wednesday Marion Garbutt 1655 views 
Thursday Màiri MacRitchie 1347 views 
Friday Lena Walker 1707 views 
 
In a collaboration with An Comunn Gàidhealach and Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, Ceòlas also 
presented ‘Piobrachadh na Ceòlraidh: Togail-Inntinn gus Bàrdachd agus Ceòl Gàidhlig a Sgrìobhadh’.  
A conversation between the current An Commun Gaidhealach Bard Sandy NicDhòmhnaill Jones 
(Frobost) and Gillebrìde MacIllemhaoil (Milton), the evening interspersed song and poetry, both their 
own and others and premiered a newly commissioned poem from Sandy - ‘Taladh Uibhist – Uist’s 
Call’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A writing competition was organised for children of primary school age.  The overall winner was 
Chiara Fisher of Howmore and special mentions were given to Layla MacEachen (Drimisdale), Donna 
Campbell (Iochdar), Lewis Rafique (Hacklet) and Isla Steele, (Lochboisdale). 
 
 
LOCHBOISDALE FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL 
 
Ceòlas supported Lochboisdale Food and Drink 
Festival by encouraging staff and young people 
to attend to provide a musical backdrop to the 
event.  The performances were warmly 
appreciated.  This event took place on Sunday 
5th  September 2021.  



AG IMPRIG 
(Manaidsear Amalachais – Maoin Choimhearsnachdan Misneachail) 
 
’S e obair a’ Mhanaidseir Amalachais cuideachadh a thoirt do Cheòlas a bhith a’ falbh dhan dachaigh 
ùr ann an Cnoc Soilleir, a’ leasachadh nan dàimhean obrach eadar muinntir Cnoc Soilleir agus 
stiùirichean Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI, agus a’ cur phròiseactan is ro-innleachdan ùra air dòigh do 
Cheòlas agus do choimhearsnachd Uibhist a Deas. 
An dèidh co-chomhairleachadh eadar Ceòlas agus Taigh Chearsabhagh, chaidh Meòrachan-tuigse 
aontachadh eadar an dà bhuidheann gus obrachadh còmhla air gnìomhan san àm ri teachd, a’ gabhail 
a-steach chuirmean, chonsairtean agus theatre siubhlach, agus Pròiseact Gnàth-shìde Innse Gall 
airson COP26. 
Chaidh coimpiutairean agus iPadaichean ùra a cheannachd airson na h-oifis le taic o Mhaoin 
Comasachaidh Dhidseataich aig HIE, cho math ri camarathan àrd-chàileachd, solais agus 
uidheamachd eile. Ann an compàirteachadh ri Billy Mac-a’-Phì, chaidh an làrach-lìn a dhèanamh na 
b’ fheàrr do einnseanan-rannsachaidh didseatach (SEO) agus dh’ath-dhealbhaich Pooka Web Design 
an làrach-lìn gus a dhèanamh na b’ fhasa a chleachdadh, gu sònraichte air taobh na bùtha. Tha na 
buannachdan iongantach, agus bidh Ceòlas a’ nochdadh aig bàrr-mullaich nan toraidhean air 
einnseanan-rannsachaidh. Tha an dàta a’ sealltainn àrdachadh mòr ann an trafaig na làraich-lìn, agus 
daoine a’ tighinn ’s a’ fuireach air na duilleagan againn. 
Chaidh deagh dhàimh a leasachadh le Prionnsabal agus Iar-Phrionnsabal Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI ann 
a bhith a’ cur an cèill na h-àrainneachd ionnsachaidh soilleir, fàilteachail, sùbailte agus so-
fhreagarrach a bhios ann an Cnoc Soilleir. Tha an dà bhuidheann ag obair air planaichean 
curraicealaim agus pròiseactan eile a ghabhas a ruith ann an dòigh chompàirteach, cho math ri 
feadhainn a ghabhas a ruith còmhla. 
Anns a’ bhliadhna ri thighinn, leasachaidh am Manaidsear Amalachais na planaichean agus 
pròiseactan còmhla ris a’ Chomataidh agus a’ Bhòrd-stiùiridh, cho math ri buidhnean coimhearsnachd 
agus na treas-roinne ann an Uibhist. 
 
 
 
SGOIL SHAMRAIDH CHEÒLAIS 
5mh gu 9mh dhen Iuchar 2021 

Clasaichean 
Chaidh clasaichean na sgoile a lìbhrigeadh air-
loidhne.  Bha clàr-ama air a chur air dòigh a 
fhreagraicheadh air gach cuid oileanaich san 
Rìoghachd Aonaichte agus anns an Roinn Eòrpa, 
Na Stàitean agus Canada. Ghabh 96 neach pàirt 
anns na clasaichean againn, agus bha 55 (70%) 
dhiubh sin cuideachd ag iarraidh àite anns na 
clasaichean "Gàidhlig do na h-uile" / "Gaelic For 
All".  Ged a bha e air-loidhne, thàinig còrr is 75% 
de na h-oileanaich dhan sgoil airson na ciad 
uarach. Fhuaireadh moladh airson na h-obrach 
agus thuirt còrr is 82% gun tilleadh iad. Tha seo na 
chomharra fàbharach agus beachdaichidh Ceòlas 
air Sgoil Shamhradh a chumail ann an dà leth - 
Ceòlas Beò agus Ceòlas Air-Loidhne - anns na 
bliadhnaichean ri thighinn.  



CROSSING OVER  
(Integration Manager post- Aspiring Communities Fund) 
 
Essentially the role of the Integration Manager is to assist Ceòlas in a transition to its new home at 
Cnoc Soilleir, developing a working relationship with the staff of Cnoc Soilleir and the senior 
management of Colaisde a’ Chasteil | Lews Castle College/UHI, and developing new projects and 
strategies for both Ceòlas and the community in South Uist. 
Following consultation with Ceòlas and Taigh Chearsabhagh, a new Memorandum of Understanding 
was signed by the two organisations, who continue to work together on future plans, including 
performances and touring concerts and theatre, as well as the Outer Hebrides Climate Beacon project 
for Cop26. 
 
A Digital Enablement Grant from HIE led to the purchase of a suite of new computers and iPads for 
the office, as well as broadcast quality video cameras, lighting and other technical equipment.  In 
collaboration with Billy MacPhee, the Search Engine Optimisation of the website was reframed; 
Pooka Web Design were hired to re-design the front end of the website and make it more user-
friendly and with current e-commerce functionality.  The results are impressive, Ceòlas now regularly 
appears in the top three results for online searches and the analytics suggest a significant increase in 
traffic to the site, with more people visiting more regularly and staying longer on our pages. 
 
A good relationship has been fostered with the Principal and Vice-Principal of Colaside a’ Chaisteil | 
Lews Castle College/UHI developing an understanding of the bright, welcoming yet flexible and 
adaptable learning environment that Cnoc Soilleir will become.  The two joint partners are currently 
liaising on curriculum plans and projects which can run in a complementary way, as well as beginning 
to explore projects which could be undertaken collaboratively. 
In the coming year the Integration Manager post will continue to develop relationships about plans 
and projects with the Committee, Board of Ceòlas as well as with all community groups and third 
sector organisations in the Uists. 
 
 
 
CEÒLAS SUMMER SCHOOL 
5th to 9th July 2021 

Classes 
Ceòlas presented the classes of the Summer 
School ’21 online. 
 
A timetable was established which would be 
suitable for students from the UK and in various 
timezones in the EU and the USA.  96 students 
signed up to the classes, and of these 55 also chose 
to join the Gaelic for all classes (70%).  Despite 
being an online course 75% of the students were 
first-time visitors to Ceòlas and the feedback was 
extremely favourable; over 82% of respondents 
stated that they would wish return next year.  This 
bodes well for the future and means Ceòlas should 
consider looking at presenting the summer school 
as both a Ceòlas Beò and a Ceòlas Air-Loidhne in 
coming years.  



Tachartasan 
’S e cuirmean air-loidhne a bh’ ann am prògram thachartasan na Sgoil Shamhraidh. Bha dà thachartas 
beò ann an Talla a’ Chinn a Deas cuideachd. ’S iad na ciad thachartasan ciùil beò anns na h-Eileanan 
an Iar o thòisich an glasadh-sluaigh. 
DiLuain, bha pìobairean a’ seinn do thalla làn de 60 duine, a bha ann an ‘social bubble’ no air an 
astarachadh o chàch. 
 
DiCiadain, bha an còmhlan Beinn Lì ann an deagh 
thrum. Bha Màiri Nic Ille Mhaoil a’ cumail taic 
riutha, agus i a’ cur a’ chlàir ùir aice air bhog.  Bha 
an luchd-èisteachd na thaigh làn de 60 daoine 
cuideachd. 
 
 
Bha fèill air na cuirmean air-loidhne, le còrr is 1750 sealladh airson gach tachartas a’ gabhail a-
steach Oidhche nan Òran, Oidhche Fìdheall is Dannsa agus An Cèilidh Mòr, anns an robh iomadh 
rionnag an sàs: 
 
Penny Burgess Troy MacIlleBhràith Màiri NicAonghais Ruairidh Gray 
Fin & Hamish Moore & Christine & Sarah Hoy Sophie Stephenson & Aonghas MacCoinnich 
Pòl McCallum Ingrid NicEanruig Eilidh NicCarmaig Alasdair MacIlleBhàin 
Melody Cameron & Sarah NicAonghais 
 
Latha Tachartas Ruigsinneachd 
 
DiMàirt Oidhche nan Òran 3,800 sealladh 
DiarDaoin Oidhche Fìdheall is Dannsa 4,000 sealladh 
DihAoine An Cèilidh Mòr 3,700 sealladh 
 
 
 
SIMPOSIUM CHEÒLAS 2021 
Ar Cànan – Aig Cridhe Coimhearsnachd Cruthachail 
DihAoine 3mh dhen t-Sultain 
 
’S iad na filmichean a rinneadh airson Cùrsa Bogaidh Oilthigh Ghlaschu a bha mar 
chuspair symposium na bliadhna. Dh’fhosgail Gillebrìde Mac Ille Mhaoil an latha 
le eachdraidh a’ phròiseict, agus sùil dhan àm ri teachd. An dèidh seo, bha òraid 
leis an Oll Will Lamb, Sgoil Eòlas na h-Alba aig Oilthigh Dhùn Èideann, a-mach air 
cànanachas agus leud nan dualchainntean sam faighte fiù ann an sgìre bheag mar 
Uibhist. Bha Màiri T NicAonghais agus Catrìona NicIlleDhuibh, a bha air a bhith a’ 
teagaisg air a’ chùrsa, a’ sealltainn mar a chleachd iad na clàraidhean agus mar a 
bha dualchainntean beò Uibhist cho nochdaidh annta. Bha puingean matha aig 
Iòsaph MacNèill, a bh’ air sgioba clàraidh nam filmchean, ri cur an cèill mu na 
dh’ionnsaich esan. Chaidh an dealas seo a shònrachadh leis an òraidiche mu 
dheireadh, an t-Oll Wilson MacLeòid, mar dheagh dhòigh gus a dhol an sàs ann an 
obair coimhearsnachd agus togail misneachd. Bha an dà fhichead a bha an làthair 
air an dòigh tighinn dhan cho-labhairt agus chaidh an latha a chlàradh dhaibh-san 
nach b’ urrainn a dhol ann air an latha. Bidh na ceanglaichean rim faighinn airson 
ùine ghoirid airson co-roinneadh.  



Events 
The events programme of the Summer School was delivered as a series of online concerts.  Ceòlas 
also presented two live events in Southend Community Hall - the first live music events to have been 
created in the Western Isles since the start of lockdown. 
On Monday evening our local Pipers performed to a full house of 60 people, all of whom were in a 
‘social bubble’ or socially distanced from other members of the audience. 
 
On Wednesday evening the Beinn Lee Ceilidh Band 
were on fine form and ably supported by Màiri 
MacMillan who was launching her debut CD.  
Again, the audience was a full-house of 60 people. 
 
 
Three online concerts were well received:  with over 1750 viewers for each event including 
The Singers Night, The Fiddle & Dance Night and The  Ceilidh Mòr which was an outstanding concert 
with a fabulous line up of tutors and artists: 
 
Penny Burgess Troy MacGillivray Màiri MacInnes Ruairidh Gray 
Fin & Hamish Moore & Christine & Sarah Hoy Sophie Stephenson & Angus MacKenzie 
Paul McCallum Ingrid Henderson Eilidh NicCarmaig Alasdair White 
and Melody Cameron & Sarah MacInnis 
 
Day Online Event Engagement 
 
Tuesday 6th July Oidhche nan Òran 3,800 sealladh 
Thursday 8th July Oidhche Fìdheall is Dannsa 4,000 sealladh 
Friday 9th July An Cèilidh Mòr 3,700 sealladh 
 
 
 
CEÒLAS SYMPOSIUM ‘21 
Ar Cànan - Aig Chridhe Coimhearsnachd Cruthachail 
Friday 3rd September 
 
The focus of the symposium was the local recordings for the Glasgow University 
Immersion Course and we had Gillebride MacMillan opening the symposium 
with a history and planned future of the programme.  This was followed by Dr 
Will Lamb from School of Scottish Studies at Edinburgh University, who gave a 
talk on linguistics and the dialect changes which can exist even within such a 
small area as Berneray to Eriskay.   Màiri MacInnes and Catriona Black who had 
taught on the course demonstrated how they used the recordings and how the 
dialect across the islands was so evident.   Joe MacNeil as one of the team 
delivering the materials had some excellent points to make on what he had 
learned.    The self-starting nature of the team was the highlight and as a 
methodology was identified by the final speaker Dr Wilson McLeod, as a way of 
engaging a community and building confidence.   The forty online participants 
were very pleased with the opportunity to attend the sessions, but for those 
unable to do so, each session was recorded and will be available for a short 
period for sharing. 


